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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


WE have been repeatedly requested to 


jnsert in our work the following Advice 


and Exchortation, by the Rev. Dr. Green, 
as containing great practical wisdom; the 
fruit of much study, strict observation of 
the world, and a familiar acquaintance 
with the Scriptures; the whole exhibited 
in the most affectionate, engaging, and 
solemn manner. 

The recommendation of the standards 
of doctrine and government of the Pres- 
byterian church, which is found in an 
early stage of the .ddvice, &c., has been 
censured as setting up other standards 
over the Scriptures, or in addition to 
them; but it is evident from the whole 
passage taken together, that Dr. Green 
recommended these standards only as 
“fully warranted by Scripture,” in his 
opinion. Ev. 


ADVICE AND EXHORTATION AD- 
DRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF 
THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN 
CONGREGATION IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, ON RESIGNING THE PAS- 
TORAL CHARGE OF THAT CON- 
GREGATION. BY ASHBEL 
GREEN, D. D. 


My Dear Peofile, 
On the dissolution of the pas- 
toral relation which I have sus- 
tained to you for more than five 
and twenty years, | am now to 
offer you my parting advice and 
exhortation. ‘These I choose to 
deliver to you from the press, 
rather than from the pulpit, for 
several reasons, but especially 
for this, that you may possess 
them permanently, and be able 
to consult them deliberately, and 
Vou. IX. 


to review them often—that they 
may, perhaps, admonish and 
profit you, when the lips which 
have so often addresed you, shall 
be silent forever, and the hand 
which here records my last 
counsel shall have mouldered 
into dust. It does not seem un- 
reasonable to hope, that what L 
may say on this occasion will 
claim your special attention and 
remembrance, since it is likely 
to be dictated by more than an 
usual solicitude to discharge 
my own duty, and to promote 
your best interests. Allow me, 
then to speak to you in a style 
of great freedom and plainness—— 
as a father to his children. 

You have, I think,a right to 
be told the reasons why I’ have 
consented to leave you—They 
may all be resolved into this—[ 
have been made to believe, that 
I should resist the plain intima- 
tion of duty in the Providence 
of God, if I did not yield to the 
call which takes me from you. 
My settled expectation certainly 
was, to live and die in your ser- 
vice, Buta minister of the Gos- 
pel is, ina peculiar degree, nez 
his own: He is devoted to the 
service of Christ in the Gospel, 


and is bound to forego his 
own inclinations and plans, 
whenever the Master and the 


cause which have a commanding 
37 
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claim upon him, require him to 
make the sacrifice. This sacri- 
fice, therefore, it was not for me 
to refuse: and it seemed the less 
difficult to make it when I re- 
flected, that you had already had 
the services (I wish they had 
been more valuable) of my best 
and most vigorous days; and 
that if I should remain with you, 
the gradually increasing depres- 
sion of my voice would, proba- 
bly, before long, render me in- 
capable of satisfying you with my 
pulpit addresses. On the other 
hand, if I were at all capable of 
filling the sphere of usefulness 
to which I was called, it was, in 
the estimation of competent 
judges, of greater extent and 
importance than the pastoral 
charge of any congregation 
whatsoever. These, are in sub- 
stance, the considerations which 
have induced me to accept the 
unexpected appointment which 
separates me from you; and [ 
hope they will satisfy the candid 
and considerate. To satisfy 
such I would not be without 
concern; remembering never- 
theless, that the responsibility 
which most demands my regard, 
is not to man, but to God—not 
to you, but to our common Lord. 

I. I shall first call your atten- 
tion to some duties specially in- 
cumbent on you in consequence 
of my removal; and which will 
be incumbent, as often as one or 
both of your pastors shall be re- 
moved, whether it be by death 
or otherwise—At such times ab- 
hor the thought of deserting the 
congregation to which you have 
belonged, if not urged to it by 
the most absolute necessity. 
At other times it may be more 
allawable to make a new elec- 
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tion of the religious society with 
which you will be connected; 
mindful however, that a person 
who, at any time is given to 
change in this particular, is not 
likely to be either a steadfast or 
a growing Christian. Under a 
conviction of this truth, I have 
never encouragrd, in a single 
instance, even those advances 
which have sometimes’ been 
made by members of other con- 
gregations, to join that of which 
I was pastor. But when a con- 
gregation is what we denomi- 
nate vacant, itis then with it a 
time of necessity. It needs all 
its strength and resources of 
every kind, and its members 
should consider it as highly dis- 
honorable and urchristian to for- 
sake it, unless compelled by mo- 
tives of a truly conscientious 
kind. 

Let me also remind you, that 
at such a season it is not only 
peculiarly important to hold to- 
gether as a society, but also to 
cultivate real harmony and una- 
nimity among yourselves. To 
keep together only to contend, 
1s worse than to separate. The 
preservation of the peace of the 
church is ever,.indeed, an object 
of such high importance, that the 
man who disturbs it can never 
be considered in any other light, 
than as either very criminal or 
very unfortunate, unless the pur- 
ity of the church itself indispen- 
sably calls for the interruption 
of its.quiet. But as the evil of 
controversies and contentions in 
a particular congregation, is of 
the very worst consequence 
when it is vacant, this evil is 
then to be specially deprecated 
and avoided. Remember, as 
peculiarly applicabie to the case 
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before us, the admonition of Sol- 
omon*—“The beginning of 
strife is as when one letteth out 
water: therefore leave off con- 
tention, before it be medded 
with.” Divisions in all societies, 
but most of all in reliyious soci- 
eties, are easily begun, but ex- 
tremely difficult to end. Guard, 
therefore, with a truly religious 
vigilance against the deginnings 
of them. Indulge in no irrita- 
ting and censorious language; 
have no parties or cabals;_ with- 
draw not your confidence from 
your elders, or from others 
whose fidelity you have proved; 
be ready to make personal con- 
cessions for the general good; 
let all feel the importance of 
yielding something to the con- 
venience and opinions of others; 
keep in mind the great and well 
known principle that the major- 
ity must govern and the minori- 
ty submit; learn to acquiesce in 
some things which you could 
wish were otherwise ordered. 
In a word, and that the authorita- 
tive word of inspiration—t “Let 
nothing be done through strife 
or vain glory; but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves. Look 
not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the 
things of others. Let this mind 
be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus—Do all things 
without murmurings and disput- 
ings; that ye may be blameless, 
and harmless, the sons of God 
without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights 
in the, world; holding forth the 


*Prov. Xvii, 14. 
tPhilip. ii, 3, 4, 5—14, 15, 16. 


word of life; that I may rejoice 
in the day of Christ, that I have 
not run in vain, neither labored 
in vain,” 

Before dismissing this topic, 
there is one thing more which I 
must by no means omit.—It is, 
that nothing will more contrib- 
ute to your being “at peace 
among yourselves,” both when 
vacant and at other times, than 
keeping strictly to the princi- 
ples and forms of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, as laid down in our 
public standards of doctrine and 
government, By these stand- 
ards, try carefully all doctrines, 
and conduct scrupulously all 
your proceedings. Esteem it 
no hardship or oppression—es- 
teem it as an unspeakable privi- 
lege and advantage, that these 
standards are given for your 
direction and control: In this 
light, I most seriously assure 
you I regard them, after all f 
have read, heard, and seen, rel- 
ative to the doctrines, discipline, 
and order of the Church of 
Christ. It is my solemn and de- 
liberate conviction, that the sys- 
tem we have adopted, is not on~ 
ly fully warranted by Scripture, 
but most admirably adapted 
to the state of society in 
this country, and, indeed, to 
the principles of human nature 
itself. It secures liberty, and it 
ensures order—abide by it close~ 
ly, and it will be your guide and 
your shield.* 

II. The choice of a minister 
of the Gospel, is the next point, 
in order, which demands your 
attention. The members of a 
church and congregation, while 


*I would recommend that every family 
in the congregation make it a point ot 
Christian duty to*keep a copy ef our Con- 
fession of Faith, &¢. . 
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they are vacant, should be much 
and earnestly engaged in prayer 
to God that, he w vould send them 
a pastor, “after his own heart.” 
Pastors were among the ascen- 
sion gifts of Christ;* and to him 
should every eye and heart be 
directed, when once is to be chos- 
en to a particular charge. In- 
finitely more may depend on 
this, than on all other means and 
efforts which can be employed 
without it. That people who 
do not receive a pastor in an- 
swer to prayer, have, indeed, 
much reason to fear, that they 
will not receive a blessing with 
any one whom they may elect 

In this, as in every other in- 
stance, prayer 1s not only the in- 
stituted means of obtaining from 
God what we desire; but it has 
also a natural and direct influ- 
ence on the minds of those who 
use it, to prepare them for the 
blessing sought, and to lead 
them to all the measures calcu- 
Jated to secure it. Whatever 
we pray for earnestly, we are 
disposed to seek diligently, and 
to exert all our vigilance and 
care to obtain. 

It is, therefore, perfectly con- 
sistent for me to recommend, 
that while fervent and continued 
prayer is used, you should, in 
selecting the man by whose min- 
istry, you and your children are 
to receive “the dispensation of 
the Gospel’’—infinitely momen- 
tous in its Consequences—make 
the following inquiries, in regard 
to every candidate for your 
choice.—W hat is his estimation 
for piety! Is he not only a man 
of real religion, but is he emi- 
nent and exewplary in religion? 
What is his character as to or- 


Eph. iv, 8) T7, 12: 


thodoxy! Is he not only consid- 
ered as generally sound in the 
faith, butis he free from all sus- 
picious peculiarities, which often 
increase with time, and at length, 
in some cases, prove infinitely 
mischievous? What is the com- 
plexion of his public discourses? 
Does he preach in such a gen- 
eral and equivocal manner, that 
you cannot clearly discover his 
sentiments and system? Or 
does he bring forward plainly, 
fully, and frequently, the great 
and distinguishing doctrines of 
the Gospel, illustrate them per- 
spicuously and distinctly, and 
apply them powerfully and pun- 
gently, and yet discreetly and 
judiciously, to the hearts and 
consciences of his hearers? Is 
he in the habit of digesting well 
what he delivers from the pul- 
pit? Or are his addresses extem- 
poraneous, loose, rambling, in- 
correct, and incoherent? Does 
he instruct and reason in his ser- 
mons? Or is he only, or chiefly, 
a declaimer? Has he a suitable 
variety in the topics which he 
discusses? Or are his discourses 
all of one kind, and in the samc 
strain? Wiil ke be likely to de- 
clare to you, “the whole counsel 
of God” without reserve, or tim- 
idity? Is his manner of address 
in the pulpit agreeable and in- 
tcresting, and sufficiently popu- 
lar? Is he a man of a fertile 
mind? Or is he only a plodder 
and imitator of others? What is 
the measure of his general tal- 
ents and furniture? Has he a 
considerable fund of knowledge, 
especially of theological knowl- 
edge? Does he make theological 
attainments the chief object of 
his pursuit; or is the study of 
divinity only a by-business with 
him, while his time and attention 
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are principally given to general 
science, or ta some object not 
immediately connected with his 
proiessional calling? Is he a dil- 
igent and laborious man, who 
may be expected to make im- 
provements, or at least to con- 
tinue to do as well, throughout 
his ministry, as he does at first? 
Is he likely to adorn and recom- 
mend religion by showing that 
his practice out of the pulpit, is 
governed and directed by the 
doctrines which he delivers in it? 
What is his natural temper, and 
what are his social habits? Is he 
affable and courteous, concilia- 
ting and accommodating, and yet 
firm and unwavering? Is he a 
prudent and discreet man; or is 
he heedless, harsh, rash, hasty, 
irritable, resentful, offensive, or 
intrusive? Will he be able and 
disposed to take his part in en- 
deavoring to promote the gen- 
cral interests of religion, and of 
our church, for which he will 
have so fair an opportunity in 
this city? and let it not be thought 
indecorous (for much will de- 
pend upon it) when I add, that 
if he be a man with a family, you 
will do well to inguire into the 
character of those who compose 
it. 

It is by no means to be under- 
stood, that I advise you to choose 
no man for your minister, in re- 
gard to whom a// these inquiries 
cannot be answered in the most 
favorable manner. Far from it 
—such a man, perhaps, does 
not exist. And I think it proper 
to warn you distinctly against 
criticising the character and per- 
formances of ministers with a 
captious spirit, or a fastidious 
taste, which is always extremely 
injurious to those who indulge 
3 and which may sometimes be 
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hostile to the edification of the 
whole congregation, by keeping 
it vacant much longer than is 
necessary or useful. Still the 
inquiries I have stated, if dis- 
creetly used, may be very ad- 
vantageous. They may serve 
to direct your attention to those 
qualities in a pastor, which are 
the most estimabie; and a rea- 
sonable proportion and combina- 
tion of which you ought to re- 
quire. Piety, prudence, knowl- 
edge, diligence and aptness to 
teach, you should consider as ine 
dispensable. Solid and dura- 
ble qualities are much to be 
preferred before any which are 
not likely to be lasting, however 
they may dazzle and charm for 
a scason. 

If a candidate for your choice, 
as a pastor, has been educated 
among yourselves, or has lived 
for a considerable time within 
the sphere of your own obser- 
vation, there will, of course, be 
less difficulty in ascertaining his 
real character and talents. But 
if he be a foreigner, or have 
come to you from a distance, re- 
member that much more reli- 
ance should be placed on the in- 
formation and opinions which 
you may obtain from others, who 
shall have known him familiarly 
and fully, than on any impression 
which he may have made on 
your own minds, by a few pub- 
lic discourses and a few personal 
interviews. The latter are often 
fallacious, and ought, if possible, 
never to be trusted, if they do 
not harmonize with the former. 
So many instances have occur- 
red of unworthy and insufficient - 
men in the sacred office, gaining 
the hearts of the people and ob- 
taining speedy settlements in 
important stations, to the un- 
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speakable injury of the church 
afterwards, that I should feel in- 
excusable, if I did not put you 
upon your guard against this 
danger. In all cases, beware of 
too much haste, In choosing the 
man to whom is to be committed 
atrustso important and sacred,as 
that of your spiritual instruction 
and improvement. 

If you remain a_ collegiate 
charge* (and whether you ought 
so to remain or not, is a point 
on which, at present, I am not 
prepared to advise you) one of 
your -ministers, and perhaps 


sometimes both, may, with- 


out inconvenience, be young 
men. but if you are to have 
but one pastor, he must be a man 
of*very uncommon powers and 
activity, if he be able to serve 
you suitably, till he shall have 
had the experience and prepar- 
ation of a number of years in 
the ministerial life, to quaiify 
him for the weighty charge 
which so numerous a consrega- 
tion as you compose will lay 
upon him. As a general rule, 
consider it indispensable, in case 
you have but one minister, that 


* That a collegiate charge is often diffi- 
eult to be sustained, is not to be denied. 
But that colleagues may live together in 
periect harmony and confidence (I de- 
sire to mention it with humble thankiul- 
ness to God) I know by happy experience. 
With no one of the three colleagues, 
with whom I have been associated, had I 
ever a word of difference, or the least 
difficulty in the discharge of any duty. 
To him whom I leave with you I take 
this occasion to express my sincere and 
warm attachment, as to a man of tried 
worth, to whom I owe many obligations, 
and whose trien.dshi;, I hope ever to pos- 
sess. While he shail remain with you, 
you will have a counsellor and guide in 
whom you may place the greatest confi- 
dence. But in part of this address, Llook 
forward to the time when you may be en- 
tirely destitute of the advice and assistance 
ofa living pastor 


he shall have been a preacher 
for seven years, before he he- 
come an object of your choice. 

In electing a pastor, endeavor 
by all means to be unanimous. 
On this both his comfort and 
yours, and even the success of 
the Gospel with you, will, it is 
probable, greatly depend. It is 
not to be expected that the great 
variety of tastes and opinions, 
which wiil always exist among 
you, can be exactly suited in any 
one man. Of course there must 
be a degree of compromise, and 
it ought to be regarded as a very 
important branch of Christian 
charity, for individuals, or a mi- 
nority of the congregation, to 
sacrifice their inclinations to the 
general good. Satisfied that the 
man to be elected is one who 
will be faithful to his trust, they 
ought to receive him without 
complaint, as the choice of their 
brethren: and where this has 
been done, it has sometimes 
been seen that the dissatisfied 
individuals have, at length, be- 
come strongly attached to the 
very man whom they would have 
rejected, and have been convinc- 
ed that a better choice was made 
for them, than they were dispos- 
ed to make for themselves. If, 
after all, there be any who can. 
not be reconciled to the choice 
of the majority—if their con- 
sciences forbid them to acqui- 
esce—this will constitute one of 
the cases, in which it may be 
proper for the dissatisfied mem- 
bers to withdraw from the con- 
gregation, and to seek another, 
in which they may believe that 
their edification will be more 
promoted. But this is always 
to be done in the most quiet and 
peaceable manner possible, that 
while it relieves the grievances 
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of those who withdraw, it may 
not cause a greater grievance 
to those from whom they separ- 
ate. 

III. When a minister is set- 
tled, the next inquiry is, in what 
manner you ought to treat him; 
and how you may improve by 
his ministry in general, so as to 
derive the greatest advantage 
from it. 

In the treatment of a minister 
be careful, on the one hand 
not to idolize him; and on 
the other, not to despise and in- 
jure him. There is real danger 
of both these extremes; and, as is 
often the case with extremes, the 
one hasa strong tendency to pro- 
duce the other. What, in the 
first instance, we over value, we 
are, In the second, prone to con- 
temn and abuse. It has often 
happened since the time of the 
apostle Paul, that a people who 
once, if it had been possible, would 
have filucked out their own eyes, 
and have given them to their 
minister, have eventually slan- 
dered him, persecuted him, and 
sought to be separated from him. 

I am perfectly aware that such 
is the strong propensity of the 
mass of mankind to express ad- 
miration or censure, just as their 
feelifigs prompt them, that there 
is little hope of engaging a large 
congregation to act with full 
discretion in the particular 
now considered. But the mal- 
ady which cannot be cured, may 
still be mitigated. The discreet 
and conscientious part of a re- 
ligious society, by waichimg 
against error themselves, aid 
by using their influence steadily 
with others to oppose or correct 
what is wrong, will aiways pro- 
duce, in the end, a very consid- 
erable and salutary effect. 
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The clergy are often remind- 
ed by the laity that ministers 
are but men—Let them, then, 
remember their own suggestion, 
and not load us either with 
praise or with blame, which it 
belongs not to mab to receive, 
without danger or injury. If. 
your minister be popular, he 
wili know it sufficiently by indi- 
cations which cannot be conceal- 
ed. Never, therefore. offer him 
fulsome praises to his face, nor 
utter them to others. I! they 
come to his ears, and he be as 
modest and self denied as he 
ought to be, they will only dise 
gust him, and if not, they may 
greatly injure him. Give him 
solid proois of your friendship 
and affection—show him that 
you “esteem him very highly in 
love, for his works’ sake’’*—by 
attending diiigently on his min- 
istry, and endeavoring to profit 
by it; by regarding his admoni- 
tions and advice; by a ready 
gratification of his reasonable 
wishes; by relieving his wants 
and anticipating his necessities; 
by constant kindness and atten- 
tion to him and his family; by 
assisting him to bear his bur- 
thens; by sympathizing with. 
him in his afflictions; by habitu- 
ally and earnestly praying for 
him; by letting him see that he 
has been the happy instrument 
of leading you io the Savior.— 
These are the means by which 
he is to be encouraged, and your 
attachment tO tim demonstrated, 
But ali extolling of is powers 
and services turbear, out of ten- 
derness to him and to yourselves, 
lest you render him jess estima- 
ble, acceptable and usetul, by 
undue praise; and above ail, lest 
you offend Gop, by giving to a 


* 1 Thess. y, 153. 
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creature what belongs to him- 
self alone. If you idolize your 
minister, your sin may be pun- 
ished by your being permitted 
to admire him, without receiv- 
ing any real profit to your souls, 
Among the causes of spiritual 
barrenness we may probably 
number the improper estimation 
of means and instruments, to 
the forgetfulness that it is only 
“God who giveth the increase.” 
When the Corinthians saidt-- 
“fam of Paul, and I of Apollos, 
and I of Cephas, and I of Christ,” 
they needed and received the 
severe rebuke of an apostle. 
Recollect, also, on the other 
hand, that unjust censure of the 
ministers of the Gospel, as well as 
an excessive estimation of them, 
is offensive to their Master, and 
may draw upon you the manifesta- 
tion of his displeasure. If 
a minister of the Gospel be 
vicious, or act in any way al- 
together inconsistently with 
his sacred office,seek to have him 
deposed or disciplined at once; 
and I rejoice to say that, in the 
present state of our church, I 
think you will not seek it in vain. 
If he has been, in your opinion, 
indiscreet, or negligent, or un- 
faithful, or in any respect blam- 
able, in a particular instance, let 
some individual go to him pri- 
vately, and tell him frankly what 
is thought to be wrong in his 
conduct.—Tell him with respect, 
tenderness, and affection, min- 
gled with fidelity and plainness. 
In many cases, probably, he will 
be able to satisfy you that you 
had less cause of offence, than 
you had supposed; and in some, 
that you had judged him alto- 
gether erroneously, through ig- 


morance or mistake. If he shall 


* 14 Cor. i, 12. 


have been really to blame, you 
will have taken the most proper 


method to reform him; and if of 


a right temper, he will certainly 
not only correct his error, but 
thank and love you for your 
faithfulness and friendship. But 
beware of scattering indiscrim- 
inate reflections on your minis- 
ter, tothe diminution or destruc- 
tion of his influence with his 
people. Remember that the 
credit of religion itself, and the 
success of the Gospel, are con- 
nected with respect for the 
ministerial character, Will 
your children, or others who 
may respect your opinions, be 
likely, do you think, to derive 
benefit from the _ instructions 
of a man, whom they shall 
hear you frequently condemn- 
ing and reproaching? Or is 
is it probable that you will your- 
selvyest, “receive with meekness, 
the ingrafted word which is able 
to save your souls” from one, 
over whom you are in the habit 
of erecting yourselves’ into 
haughty censors; or toward 
whom you are continually in- 
dulging in fault-finding, and in 
severe remarks on his perform- 
ances, actions, and character? 
Avoid, then, as injurious to 
yourselves, your family and 
friends,—as cruel and unjust to 
your minister, and as highly of- 
fensive to the Savior himself, all 
groundless and unnecessary cen- 
sures of him who is placed over 
you inthe Lord. Make a rea- 
sonable allowance even for real 
blemishes, imperfections, defi- 
ciencies and mistakes. Con- 
sider that your pastor’s office is 
extremely arduous and difficult 
as well as that it unavoidably ex- 
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poses him to such a general and 
rigorous scrutiny, that all the 
real friends of religion should 
rather be his advocates than his 
accusers. Recollect too, that 
we are all far more disposed 
io lay blame on another than on 
ourselves, and that it is by no 
means improb: ible, that the 
fault which you will sometimes 
be ready to find with your pastor, 
you cught rather to have found 
with yourselves—with your own 
temper, wrong feelings, or im- 
proper expectations. 

‘There are twe or three sour- 
ces from which misunderstand- 
ings and dissatisfactions relative 
to the clergy, arc so apt to arise 
in a congregation in this city, 
that it may be proper to notice 
them distinctly. 

The frequency of public 
preaching. 
the Gospel may be slothful and 
negligent in this particular, and 
that they who are laborious on 
the whole may sometimes be 
blamably defictent in industry 
and exertion, I am not disposed 
to deny; nor would I be the apol- 
ovist either of the one class or 
the other. But the truth is, the 
mass of the people do not know, 
and itis not easy to make them 
understand, how much time is 

necessary to a suitable prepara- 
iion for tae pulpit; nor how ipany 
calls of duty and interruptions 
of study in a populous city, re- 
Juce the time which their min- 

ster can devote to such prepar- 
ation, within a small compass ili- 
deed. They usually, therefore, 
expect more preaching from a 
clergyman than it is practicable 
tor him to perform. ‘The case 
is particularly hard and embar- 
rassing toa young minister. The 
late venerable Dr. Witherspoon, 
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whose opinions on ministerial 
duty certainly deserved the high- 
est regard, said to me when I 
was coming into your service— 
‘‘In ordinary circumstances, nev- 
er neglect, while you are young, 
to write one sermon in a weck— 
and never attempt to write more 
than one, for if you do, you will 
spoil them all. If you must 
preach twice, let once be with- 
out writing, and with little study; 
otherwise, instead of doing all 
well, you will do nothing well.” 

To a young clergyman then 
you ought to show much indul- 
sence in the article of preach- 
ing, for if he neglect diligent 
SI udy and laborious preparation 
for the pulpit in youth, both he 
aud you will probably regret it 
sorely to the end of his life. For 


. two or three years after entering 


on his ministry do not expect 
from him statedly, unless he vol- 
untarily offer it, more than two 
public performances in a week, 
As he advances in age and expe- 
rience your expectations may 
reasonably increase: and aftera 
number of years he may, if his 
health permit, preach as fre- 
quently as you may desire te 
hear him. But the health of 
your pastor ought always to be 
an object of your regard, as well 
as of his own—If it be feeble, 
make candid aliowances for it; 
if it be vigorous, or comfortable, 
you have aright to expect that 
his services will be more nu- 
merous and with fewer inter- 
ruptions. 

2. Pastoral visitation is anoth- 
er portion of ministerial duty, in 
regard to which the complaint 
in congregations is so general, 
that IL never knew but a sin- 
gic miinister-ean aged man, 


who in the last years of his life 
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devoted nearly his whole time to 
visiting—who did as much of it 
as his people desired. There 
certainly has been no part of my 
duty as a pastor,in which I have 
so little satisfied myself as in this; 
and in which, also, I believe that 
I have so little satisfied you. 
Yet I can truly say, that I have 
always appreciated it highly, 
and that the anxieties I have 
= the resolutions I have form- 

!, the plans IT have devised, and 
the exertions I have made, to 
perform it more effectually. have 
neither been slight nor few.* 
There are several obstacles to 
the full discharge of this cuty in 
this place, not to be easily sur- 
mounted or removed. Many 
earnestly desire to have their 
clergymen call on them often, 
as a friend or companion, who 
would never wish t> see him en- 
ter their doors on a visit strictly 
pastoral; that 1s, to catechise the 
family, to inquire into their re- 
ligious knowledge and the state 
of their souls, "ond to address 
them seriously on their eternal 
concerns. Yet such, or similar 
visits, a clergyman is chiefly 
bound to pay. His time is too 
precious to devote much of it to 
ceremony and sociality. A few 
hours, occasionally, he may prop- 


erly employ in calls or visits of 


mere civlilty and friendship; for 


* A consideration which had much in- 
fluence in determining me to enter on 
that course of public catechetical lectures, 
which I have continued through two sea- 
sons, was, that this would be a substitute 
ior family Visitation and catechising—that 
in this way | could do what was equiv: ae 
lent to catechising all the youth of my 
charge, with many of their parents, once 
a week, tor half the vear. ‘There is noth- 
ing 1 more regret in leaving you, than 
that I leave this course of le ture s income 
plete—Possibly it may yet be finished, and 
the whole be published. 
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these may have their use, not on- 
ly in relaxing his own mind, but 
also in gaining the affections of 
his parishioners. But those who 
have no disposition to see their 
pastor on the errands that are the 
most proper to his office, have 
the least reason ofall to complain 
of him for the want of atientions 
of another kind; and vet these 
commonly are the very persons 
who are most disposed to clamor 
against him for not visiting his 
people. | 
But the occupations mostly 
pursued by those who live in 
this citv, and the manner in 
which the several members of a 
family are obliged to spend 
their time, are, ip fact. almost in- 
compatible with regular pastoral 
visitation. Many families can nei- 
ther intermit their business, nor 
be seen together, except in the 
evening—when visits are gener- 
ally inconvenient to a ministeri 
The most which seems to be 
practicable, 1s, that your pastor 
should see you in seasons of 
affliction, sic kness, and confine- 
ment; at ttmes when some of the 
family are known to be under 
serious impressions of religion; 
and when providential cccur- 
rences, of whatever kind, may 
give youa special claim on his 
attention. If on such occasions 
you shall perform your own duty, 
by letting him know what is the 
state Of your household, he will 
ordinarily be able and desirous 
to visit you. And if my succes- 
sor, or Jate colleague, shail be 
able to organize a system of reg- 
ular family visitation and cate- 
chetical instruction, I shall, 
should I live to know it, rejoice 
in it with all my heart. But 
you must not forget that this 
cannot be effected without your 
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consent and co-operation, and 
that till it be done, your expec- 
tations of visits from your pas- 
tors ought to be limited by the 
bounds which I have indicated. 
In the mean time you will recol- 
icct, that the constant opportuni- 
ties which you have tor the gen- 
eral catechising of your children, 
the favorable circumstances in 
Which you are placed for deriving 
religious knowledge trom books 
and conversation, the privileges 
you enjoy in religious societies 
and couterences, and from the 
humerous public services on 
which you muy conveniently at- 
tend, buta on sacred and secular 
days, are, to say the least, a full 
equivalent for the want of that 
fainiiy Catechising which congre- 
gallons Otherwise circumstanced 
more need, and sometimes re- 
ceive. 

3 The last cause of complaint, 
which lL propose to notice, is, 
the occasional absences of your 
miuister for the recruiting of his 
heaith and spirits. That under 
coior of such absences, abuses 
may be practised, is not to be 
questioned. Atthe same time 
you ought to be sensibie, for it 
is certainly a truth, that there is 
not oe mai ina hundred who 
has a constitution to bear the 
lite of a student and pastor in 


your city, without interyals of 


relaxation, aud occasional excur- 
sions 1n travelling, to restore his 

. Lhe duties 
of a taithtul minister here, bear 
harder on the animal functions, 
than the occupations of the day 
laborer, the mechanic, or the 
merchant. ‘he absences con- 
templated will, moreover, be 
usclul to your minister, and 
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eventually to yourselves, by the 
they 


epportunities which will 
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afford him of enlarging his ac- 
quaintance with men of piety 
and science, of seeing the habits 
and customs of different places, 
and of extending generally his 
knowledge of mankind-—a 
knowledge as important to a min~ 
ister of the Gospel as_ that of al- 
most any other description. A 
moderate allowance for such ab- 
sences, therefore, you ought to 
make, without complaint or re- 
luctance. 

On reviewing the three last 
particulars; I am very sensible 
that, while they are important 
to direct you in the treatment of 
your pastor, they are capable of 
perversion by him—But there is 
nothing which may not be per- 
verted; and I hope you will nev- 
er havea pastor capable of using 
what was intended for his bene- 
fit, to screen him from deserved 
censure, or to assist him in the 
practice of imposition. A man 
disposed to do this, would be 
likely to be soon banished trom 
the ministry altogether. Every 
worthy minister of the Gospel 
will incline to the extreme of 
over exertion, rather than to that 
of indulgence. He will ctten be 
disposed to regret that he can- 
not do much more than he fiuds 
to be practicable, in a cause so 
eood as that in which he is ¢n- 
gaged, and for a Master who has 
such high and tender claims, as 
the one whom he serves. 

(‘To be concluded in our next.) 


For the Pa noplist. 
THOUGHTS ON HARVEST, 


Iris suitable that men, espec- 
ially that Christians, should di- 
rect their meditations to the ben- 
efits which they receive at the 
hand ot God, in the different 
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seasons of the year; and no sea- 
son calls more Joudly for grate- 
ful acknowledgments than that 
of harvest. The people of New 
England have been greatly bles- 
sed with the former and the !at- 
ter harvests of the present ve us 
‘the fields have been loaded with 
the product of our temperate 
chmate. The barns, the grana- 
ries, and the cellars of the hus- 
bandman, are full, and can scarce- 
ly contain the fruits of the earth. 
It seems to be generally ac- 
knowledged, that the New Eng- 
land states have never since 
their first settlement produced 
so mtch, by many thousand 
bushels, for the support of man 
and beast, as during the season 
now drawing to a close; for nev- 
ev before were. so many acres 
sown and planted, and never 
were crops of all kinds more 
generally abundant, throughout 
ihe whole extent of country 
above-mentioned, 

The season has also been un- 
commonly pleasant, so that men 
CO nsiderably advanced in life are 
often heard to say, that the sum- 
mer past has been the most 
delightful summer they have 
ever known. Health has also 
cenerally prevailed, though a 
few places have been visited 
with sickness, 

Another blessing, which ce- 
serves to be mentioned with de- 
yout gratitude, is that though 
unhappily at war as a nation, we 
have enjoyed peace in our bev- 
ders. Jhe husbandman has not 
heen driven from his home by 

un invading enemy, nor scen his 
harvest reaped by others. ‘This 
reflection will be justly estimated 
oy him, who considers how 
vany of his fellow-creatures 
have been robbed, plundered, 


and impoverished by merciless 

Invasions, within his own memo- 
rv; how large a part of the fair- 
est and most productive regions 
of the earth have been desolated 
by hostile armies; and how many 
millions of lives have been de- 
stroyed by unprincipled ambt- 


tion. What would become ot 


the comfort, the sccurity, the 
property, of the people of New 
England, if a hundred thousand 
armed men, either friends or foes, 
were to be permanently quarter- 
ed upon them to eat up and 
waste their harvests, to deface 
and destroy their fences and 
buildings, and to appropriate to 
the support of an idle and licen- 
tious soldiery, the earnings of 
our industrious farmers? We 
have great reason to be thankful, 
that this is not our wretched 
condition; and, that we may nev- 
er be punished for ovr sins with 
these terrible calamities, it be- 
comes us to make a religious use 
olf our present blessings, Among 
the admonitions, which appear to 
me suited to the present occa- 
sion, are the following. 

It isthe duty of all to ac- 
knowledge that the late abund- 
ant seasons, and all their con- 
comitant blessings, have pro- 
ceeded from the hand of God, 
and are expressions of his un- 
merited goodness. Pecrkaps this 
duty will be denied by no one, 
whois net an avowed Atheist; 
but, alas, there is a wide inter- 
val between not denying a duty 
and performing it. How few, 
cumparatively, are there, who 
perform this duty, as it should 
be performed. 

It is remarkable that men 
should be prone to forgct God, 
in proportion to his abundant 


kindness to them 


5; and that only 
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when he withholds the usual ex- 
pressions of his bounty, they are 
aroused to a just feeling of their 
dependence on him. Thus in 
seasons of great worldly prosper- 
ity, men act as though they were 
dependent only on their own 
wisdom, skill, and industry, for 
all their possessions and enjoy- 
ments. But when the salutary 
rain from heaven is restrained; 
when the earth is parched with 
long continued drought, and fam- 
ine and pestilence enter their 
habitations, they teel.and confess, 
that their happiness is not in 
their own power, and that, un- 
less God interposes. by his un- 
deserved favor, their case is 
without remedy. This, howev- 
er,is not the character of all. 
There are some who delight in 
God when he prospers them, as 
well as tremble betore him, when 
he inflicts his judgments. That 
all may possess this happy char- 
acter, how ardeniy should we 
prave 

That our acknowledgments of 
God’s goodness, in the late har- 
yest may come up with accep- 
‘ance before him, we should 
Otler them, 

First, in the assembly of his 
worshipping people. Not only 
should this be done at the annu- 
al thanksgiving, but on every 
Sabbath. In Old Testament 
times, the people of God . were 
ereatly animated and comforted 
by public demonstrations of joy, 
in commemoration of the Divine 
eoodness to them. Much more 
should we, enjoying the superi- 
or ight of the Christian dispen- 
sation, acknowledge the- hand 
that feeds, clothes, and sustains 
us. It isa great part of the sin 
of wilful absence from public 
vorship, that the person thus 
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absent cannot unite in public ac- 
knowledgments of that goodness, 
without which he would be ut- 
terly miserable. I need not say, 
that all public ascriptions of 
praise should ascend from the 
heart, as no one will have the 
boldness to pretend, that any 
other worship can be acceptabie 
to Him who searches the heart. 

Secondly; the bounty af God 
recentiy experienced should be 
acknowledged in the family. 
Every morning before he enters 
into the fieid to gather in his 
crops, the husbandman should 
lead the joyful devotions of his 
family, and ascribe all his pros- 
perity to God, the giver of every 


good gift and every perfect 
cilt. "This bis children and do- 


mestics should hear and feel; 
that they may be early taught to 
know the source and origin of 
all their blessings, and may ear- 
ly be habituated to just and prop- 
er views on this great subject. 
very evening should praise as- 
cend for the fruits which the 
family have been gathering and 
endeavoring to secure. Thus 
will the property received be 
regarded as the property of 
God, and as designed to sub- 
serve those purposes only in 
which he delights. 

Thirdly; whenever the family 
assembie at their regular meals, 
a devout acknowledgment of 
the Oviginal Source, from 
whence every blessiig is deriv- 
ed, should by no means be emit- 
ted. 

Fourthly; the closet should 
dally witness devout acknowl- 
ederments to God for all his 
eoodness, but especiaily tor ta 
vors lately bestowed. ‘The pious 
soul will not fail to seize this 


privilege, and to advance in thas 
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high and holy converse with God, 
which is the proper preparation 
for heaven. 

In these different ways should 
God be acknowledged as the 
great Benefactor; and those who 
thus ucknowledge him, will be 
apt to agree with me in what I 
am about to say further before I 
close. 

I cannot but stop here to ask 
the reader, who does not thus 
acknowledge God, (if sucha one 
should cast his eye on this pa- 
per,) if the duties above stated 
are not reasonable? There are 
many pensioners on the Divine 
bounty in this favored country, 
who do not acknowledge their 
dependence on God before their 
families. What is the reason 
they do not? Let the matter be 
diligently inquired into; let it be 
sifted to the bottom; and if there 
is any good reason, why God 
should not be thus acknowledg- 
ed, let it be produced. Let ev- 
ery man who lives in the nee- 
lect of this duty, search outa 
reason to satisfy his own con- 
science; and let him remember, 
that it must also satisfy God in 
the day of judgement, or it will 
be of no avail. But to proceed: 

2. Thankfulness for the late 
harvest should be manifested by 
actions, as the only proper proot 
of sincerity in the words. It is 
but a miscrable service to con- 
fess God to be the source of all 
that we enjoy, and yet remain 
selfish, niggardly, hard-hearted, 
or possibly unjust. Let every 
man, then, who reaps a harvest, 
see to it that he pays all his 
debts, fulfils his contrac::, 1s 
punctual and faithful in his deal- 
ings, and withholds not the hire 
of the laborers who have reaped 
his fields. Let him cheerfully 


pay all lawful taxes, and not 
shrink from bearing his propor- 
tion of the public burdens. After 
the claims of justice are allowed 
and discharged, let him fend a 
favorable ear to the claims of 
beneficence. Has he no suffer- 
ing neighbor, relative, or towns- 
man; if a professor of religion, 
has he no brother or sister of the 
same church with himself; whose 
wants a smail portivn of his 
abundance would materially re- 
lieve? Is there no destitute fam- 
ily within the circle of his ac- 
quaintance, to which he might 
impart a Bible? Is there no new 
society, formed to benefit and 
ennoble mankind, to which he 
does not now beiong, and to 
which he might easily lend a 
helping hand? Couid he not con- 
tribute to support a missionary 
to the destitute settlements of 
his own country, or to send one 
to the perishing heathen abroad, 
or both? Could he not convert a 
few bushels of his ¢rain into Bi- 
bies to be distributed before the 
next harvest to cager recipients 
on the banks of the Ganges? 
Would not some token of his re- 
rard be well bestowed on his 
faithful minister, and not fess 
faithtul schoolmaster! If he were 
to coinply with ali these invita- 
tions to charity, would he cvei 
be sorrv In his sober, deliber- 
ate moments? Would he not be 
richer, after all these deductions 
fron: his income, than if he had 
reaped a slender harvest? What 
was the harvest given for? Is 
there any prospect of using the 
fruits of the carth more to the 
Divine acceptance, than by de- 
voting them to those purposes, 
which God has expressly ap 
proved apd will surely accom 


viish by human meuns 
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Let every man consider well 
the heinous sin of perverting, 
wasting, and abusing the boun- 
ties of Providence. Far from 
us be any disposition to gluttony, 
dissipation, riot, and drunken- 
ness. While we enjoy the good 
things of this life, without grudg- 
ing, aS is plainly our duty, Ict 
us not enjoy them without cau- 
tlon, prudence, and a constant 
sense of accountability to God. 
What can be more foolish, more 
cdiously ungrateful, than to 
abuse what we receive from In- 
hnite Goodness; and to make 
that an occusion of aggravated 
sin, which ought to have led us 
to virtue and happiness; thus 
not only proving ourselves des- 
litute of every amiable and in- 
genuous feeling towards our 
heavenly Father, but provoking 
his displeasure, and inducing 
him to withhold those favors 
which we are so unworthy to re- 
ceive. 

The bounty exhibited in 
the late harvest should cause us 
to feel how undeserving we have 
hitherto becn. Many instances 
have we experienced of God’s 
kindness from our birth till the 
presenttime. Heis continuing 
to do us good, though we have 
heen evil and unthankful. We 
may profitably examine and scru- 
linize our past conduct, and ask, 
why itis, and how it Is, that we 
have been so little engaged in 
ihe service of God, and so prone 
to forget him, and to disobey his 
commandments. If an earthly 
parent were to continue kind, 
placable, and beneficent to an 
undutitul and disobedient child, 
would not the child, if changed 
in his disposition, be led.to med- 
itate on his past guilt and folly, 
every time he received fresh 
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proofs of his parent’s kindness 
and love. “I might have been 
justly made an outcast,” he 
would say, “but mercy prevail- 
ed, and I was spared.” During 
the whole of his remaining days, 
he would look back upon his 
former ingratitude, so often as 
he was reminded of it by renew- 
ed blessings bestowed by a par- 
ent’s hand, and would mingle his 
lamentations for past miscon- 
duct with thanks for so many 
undeserved favors. 

While in-thts train of thought, 
the Christian wiil consider how 
miserable the state of man would 
be, if God were not kinder to 
him than men are to each other. 
if contending nations were able 
to withhold harvests from each 
other, how long would it be, with 
the present dispositions of man- 
kind, before the earth would be 
depopulated? If man were as 
dependent on his fellow man fov 
life and its enjoyments, as all are 
on God, what a series of appre- 
hensions would pass through his 
troubled mind, during his pre- 
carious stay on earth. 

The consideration of the many 
bounties, which all have receiv- 
ed from God, should induce all 
to be kind to each other. This 
reflection, if suitably dwelt up- 
on, cannot fail to allay party 
spirit, and to moderate those at- 
tachments and animosities which 
cause so large a part of our pub- 
lic troubles. Let each one study 
the things which make for peace, 
andthe things by which he may 
promote the happiness of others. 
Thus will he cultivate those 


heavenly principles, which are 
the foundation of every thing 
truly virtuous and praiseworthy 
in the human character. 

4. Let this public blessing, an 
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abundent harvest, bestowed im- 
mediately after some parts of cur 
country had been subjected to 


sreat sufferings for want of 


customary food, become the oc- 
casion of the renewed dedication 
of all that we are, and all that we 
possess, tothe Lord. As to those 
readers whose consciences tes- 
tify, that they have never sulta- 
bly regarded the glory of God, 
when will a more favorable op- 
portunity be offered them to be- 
come truly grateful for the Di- 
vine goodness! If repeated and 
long continued mercies are abus- 
ed, and the soul grows more 
averse from holiness and from 
God, what can be expected but 
indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion andanguish? 1 would glad- 
ly hope better things of many, 
and exhort all to pray, that re- 
cent favors may be the prepara- 
tion for a more durable gift, 
even life everlasting. Thus shall 
temporary benefits form only the 
commencement of a glorious se- 
ries of divine blessings, to be re- 
ceived and enjoyed in the world 
of perpetual and unmixed felici- 
ty. ‘Thus shall all the dispensa- 
tions of God’s providence and 
grace lead to one grand consum- 
mation, the happiness of immor- 
tal souls in subserviency to the 


slory of Gad. A. B. 


For the Panoplist. 


DOES THE BIPLE CONTAIN ANY 
DOCTRINES, WHICH ARE CON- 
TRARY TO REASON? 


THERE ls perhaps no one thing, 
which is so frequently the occa- 
sion of mistake among men, as 
ihe incomprchensibleness of Di- 
vine subjects. Ignorance of 
what we may know concerning 


divine things wil] involve us in 
great error. If we refuse to p- 
proach this boundless ocean and 
take an actual survey, we shall 
forever remain ignorant, thet the 
character of the Infinite Jehovah 
cannot be measured by the span 
ofour reason. But the really 
incomprehensible nature of di- 
vine subjecis is only the occasion 
of our mistakes—the cause is to 
be found in the corruption of 
human reason. 

The true reason why different 
persons do not give the same 
answer to the question, Wheth- 
er the Bible contains doctrines 
contrary to reason!—is partly be- 
cause they understand the terms 
differently, and partly because 
they really differ in respect to 
the proper use of reason in re- 
ceiving the truths of revelation. 
Some use it only to put a faith- 
ful construction upon what is re- 
vealed, leaving the result, what 
ever it be, to be embraced by a 
humble faith; while others would 
so explain Revelation by reason, 
as to leave nothing incomprehen- 
sible. 

The answer to the question 
depends chiefly on the meaning 
of the term reason. If by reason 
be meant Divine Reason—rea- 
son as it is in God, or perhap: 
in angels, all would answer 
alike. None would say the Bi- 
ble contains doctrines contrary 
to this highest kind of reason. 
The character of God, as a wise 

and good being, secures US a- 
galnst a revelation of doctrines 
contrary to Ais own reason. God 
is immutably wise and good and 
truc; and, in revealing his will 
to the fallen race of man, could 
not possibly make known anv 
thing for truth, which was, in the 
least, Inconsistent with his wis 
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dom and goodness and truth. 
Thus we have the highest pos- 
-ible authority for believing what 
Giod says. Whenever, there- 
fore, we are satisfied of the fact, 
that any doctrine is revealed by 
God, we cannot for a moment 
hesitate to believe it. The ex- 
amples of Noah and Abraham 
furnish ample authority for our 
practice in this respect. The 
only question with them was, Js 
it the word of God? They never 
stopped to inquire, whether it 
were not utterly inconsistent 
with some views, which they 
had of the subject? They never 
argued from the reasonableness 
of the thing, to the command of 
God; but directly the reverse— 
from the command of God, to 
the reasonableness of the thing. 

But here the unbeliever says, 
will God's declaration make that 
true, which is in itself false? 
The question is absurd—~just as 
absurd, as if one should ask, 
whether God could be ignorant 
of what he really knew? God is 
wise, and sees things as they 
are; he is true, and cannot reveal 
that, which is falgee Reason in 
this sense, considered as the 
knowledge or understanding of 
God, is right reason; and no doc- 
irine of the Bible is, or can be, 
in the least contrary to it. 

But there is another yery 
common sense, in which reason 
is used; viz. as it really exists in 
mankind. Man is a finite, frail 
and sinful being. His mind is 
short-sighted, and exceedingly 
prone to error, through the in- 
fluence of acorrupt natuse. It 
would not then scem strange, 
that the Bible should contain 


many doctrines contrary to the’ 


reason of man in his natural 


Vou. IX, 


state; we say, in his naturai 
state—for so. far as man is illu- 
minated by the Spirit of God, 
his reason will be right. That 
man, in his sinful, unrenewed 
state, cannot understand civine 
truth, is abundantly evident from 
Scripture. ath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? 
The world by wisdom knew not 
God. The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of 
God; neither can he know then, 
because they are sfiiritually dis- 
cerned. Thus it is clear, that 
many of the doctrines of the Bi- 
ble are foolish and absurd toa 
mind, that is not taught of God. 

But we need not go even so 
far as this, to shew that the hu- 
man mind is prone to error. Let 
us inquire, how it is with men’s 
reason about the things of this 
world? Do they agree? Are the 
same things alike plain to dif- 
ferent minds? Or rather is it not 
a fact, that that, which approves 
itself to One man, is utterly ab- 
surd to another? Are not the 
opinions, plans, and conduct of 
one man reprobated by another, 
as foolish and absurd? Witness 
the cases of Abraham and Noah 
before referred to. Was not 
their conduct, 7 every human 
view, extremely foolish and rash? 
Now ail these things are exer- 
cises of reason, and how happens 
it, that men do not agree? It is 
said they do not use their rea- 
son rightly. True, but they rea- 
son, They can no more help 
reasoning in all their conduct, 
let them do what they will, than 
they can help using their eyes 
in seeing. If they cease to use 
their eyes, they cease to see; so, 
if they cease to use their reason, 
they cease to be rational beings 
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Since, therefore, the opinions of 
men respecting the common 
things of this life are so very 
different, it follows, that they do 
frequently reason wrong abott 
these things. The conclusion 
from the whole is inevitable; if 
men reason wrong about the 
things of this world, then there 
are many truths about these 
things contrary to their reason. 
But, if this be true respecting 
these things, then, a /oriiori, 
will it be so respecting the hum- 
bling doctrines of the Bible. 

But is it not contrary to rea- 
son to believe propositions, 
whose terms we do not under- 
stand? If a perfect knowledge 
of the terms is implied, we an- 
swer in the negative. And if 
this be absurd, then a thousand 
absurdities are daily committed 
by every person. Who does not 
believe the proposition, that God 
is eternal? And yet who would 
presume to have any thing like 
n flerfect understanding either of 


God or of eternity, the terms of 


the proposition? But it does not 
follow, that we cannot frame 
very useful propositions about 
God and eternity. 

The truth is, the difficulty of 
this objection is only apparent, 
and arises from confounding the 
ineaning of words with the na- 
ture of things» Men use words 
as expressions of certain things, 
which they do know of a subject; 
by no mCans implying, that there 
are not many things about it, 
which they do not and cannot 
Know. Yet no one would be 
charged with absurdity for be- 
‘cving a proposition, when he 


thus had only an tmperfect un- 
derstanding ot the terms. 

Sull. says the unbeliever, what 
is my reason good for, if not to 
teach me to reject that, which to 
my mind is utterly absurd? I 
open the Bible and read: but ac- 
cording to this notion of reason, 
a construction of Scripture is not 
to be received because apparent- 
ly right, nor to be rejected be- 
cause apparently absurd. We 
can only say, in answer to this 
objector, that the Bible is per- 
fectly plain, if he will read it 
with a mind rightly disposed. 
Let the inspired word speak for 
itself. Zhe words of wisdom are 
plain to him that understandethy 
and right to them that find knowl- 
edge. If any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine 
whetherit be of God. He thatis 
spiritual judgeth all things. The 
difficulty is not in Revelation, 
but in the state of human reason. 
Reason was intended by God to 
be our guide in searching after 
truth; and, ifrightly used, would 
doubtless answer thi. end. But 
reason in men is depraved; itis 
not right reason; and whenever 
the question is, as to the fact, 
whether man, not enlightened 
by the Spirit of God, will urder- 
stand divine truth—or in ather 
words, whether the Bible does 
contain doctrines contrary to his 
natural reason, the answer must 
be in the efirmative. But here 
the true ground of difference 
between Christians and unbe- 
lievers is to be carefuliy noted; 
the former do not complain of 
the latter “because they reason, 


but because they reason id.” 
' P. 
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‘ To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
ir, 


| , ' 
.a send you several short articles. Should 


any of them meet your approbation, 
please to insert them in your useful 
Magazue. O. E. 


PRAISE AND BLAME. 


ARE moral agents as worthy of 
praise for exercising holy affec- 
tions, as they are of blame for 
exercising sinful unes? Holy ex- 
ercises us really belong to the 
subject of them, as sinful exer- 
cises to the sinner. Were it 
possible that we could be under 
no previous obligation to prac- 
tise holiness, and avoid sin, we 
might deserve as much praise 
for being holy as blame for being 
sinful. But as we are under the 
strongest obligations to be holy, 
the question should receive a 
negative answer. Suppose A. 
owes B. a hundred dollars: in 
paying that sum A. does right. 
But does he deserve as much 
commendation for this act, as he 
would deserve blame for refus- 
ing to pay it? and not only re- 
fusing to pey it, but robbing B. 
of a hundred dollars besides? 


INEXPLICABLENESS. 


THAT coctrine, which 
seems inexpiicable by the efforts 
of unassisted reason, understood 
us itis clearly revealed in the 
Bible, is still to be so explained 
as to be made perfectly level to 

hurat Capacity, is frequent- 
'y alleged by some, who profess 
to believe in the divine inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures. And to 


evcryv 


deny his opinion is said to imply 
the renunciation of the noblest 
faculty of man. There are those, 
however, who have never been 
convinced, that it Is incompati- 


ble with reason to believe the 
words of a Being, perfect in 
knowledge and veracity, though 
they cannot recancile these 
words with the decisions of their 
reason; and, if ] mistake not, of 
this character was Abraham. 
Did the command to offer up 
his son, aside from its divine 
origin, appear reasonable? Yet 
so far from being judged Irra- 
tional for his compliance with It, 
Abraham was highly commend- 
ed. 


For the Panoplist 


ON FREQUENT COMMUNION. 


I noTiceD a piece in the Pano- 
piis: for May last, on the subject 
of freguent commumion. As the 
writer requested to have certain 
queries answered, and as no one 
has hitherto attempted it, I shall 
freely express my views on the 
subject, with a desire, however, 
that more able pens may be em- 
ployed upon it. Relative to the 
first query | cannot express my 
sentiments more  intelligibly 
than by quoting a note trom Dr. 
A. Fuller’s Scrictures on Sande- 
mahianism, printed in New York, 
in 1812, p. 186.*% The second 
query, viz. Is the practice of the 
Apostolic churches to be imita- 
ted by the churches in the pres- 
ent generation! docs not require 
much discussion; for it is a tun- 
damental principle with Protes- 
tants, that the Scriptures are 
our only rule of faith and prac- 
tice; or, inother words, the prec- 
tice of the first churches, so tar 
aS approved in the Scriptures, 


*As we have not the work here quoted. 
and as our correspondent did not trans 
scribe the passage, Our readers are revers 
red tothe work itself. lp 
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ought to be imitated, Shall not 
Christians inthe nineteenth cen- 
tury, on every returning Lord’s 
day, wish to celebrate the dying 
Jove of Him, on whom the sal- 
vation of their souls rests,and by 
whose power the heathen are 
to become his inheritance and 
the uttermost parts of the earth 
his possession? “Jf ye love me 
keefi my commandments.” 


MN. 


For the Panoplist. 


LETTER FROM A YOUNG GENTLE- 
MAN, WHO IS NOW DECEASED, 
TO A FEMALE RELATIVE UN- 
DER RELIGIOUS AWAKENING. 


March 9, '813. 
Your letter, my cousin, has lain 
by me for two or three days; but 
it is not because I take no inter- 
est in your situation, that it has 
remained so long unanswered. 
No; I feel your case to be so 
critical, that it would prove me 
to be as insensible as a rock, not 
to be concerned about the issue-- 
an issue, on which depend con- 
sequences cternal as your exist- 
ence. Should I see you about 
to make a choice on which your 
temporal happiness merely de- 
pended, I could not avoid feeling 
some degree of concern to know 
how it would terminate; but 
when you are hesitating between 
eternal life and endless woe, 
whet an interesting and tremen- 
dous scene does it opcn to my 
mind! When millions of ages 
have rolled away, the effects of a 
false step in religion will only 
beyin to be felt. Only Ict us 
think for a few minutes of the 
condition of those miserable 
wretches, whose thread of lile is 
ajready cut, whose term of pre- 


bation is closed forever, and who 
have perished in their sins, The 
dread summons has issued con- 
signing their souls to the é/ack- 
ness of darkness forever, and 
they are chained down by the 
relentless hand of avenging jus- 
tice Once, indeed, they had 
mercy offered, and eternal life 
was sounded in their ears—but 
alas! ihey suffered the deceitful 
picasures of the world and their 
own corrupt inclinations to de- 
lude them, and jull them into 
forgetfulness. They consented 
to float down the current of time, 
amused by the gay and false 
flowers which grew upon the 
bank, until they came to the 
precipice, when roaring waters 
soon hurried them into the bot- 
tomless gulfbelow. Think you 
the news of a Savior would not 
now be giad tidings ol great joy 
to these despairing wretches? 
But oh! the bitterest ingredient 
in tue cup of their misery is, 
that It is remediless. This is 
enough to overwhelm them in 
the most unutterable anguish 
And my cousin, this isand must 
be the doom cf ¢very impeni- 
tent sinner; and is it pot the ve- 
ry height of fuily to gi.e our- 
selves any rest until we are out of 
danger! Should we be called 
away before our peace is made 
with God, we are undone—un- 
done forever. If any thing is 
powertul enough to induce us to 
accept the calis of mercy, one 
wouid think this would be suffi- 
cient. Conid the soul once re- 
alize whet is meant by a priva- 
tlon of ail happiness forever and 
ever, it wouid be filled witha 
terrer, which nothing but the 
love of Christ could take away. 

You observe that you have 
sometimes determined to banigh 
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these subjects from your mind, 
that you might feel at ease. 
And will you purchase a false 
peace at so great a price? Could 
you succeed in some of these 
desperate moments to banish 
convictions from your mind, 
who do you think would be able 
co recall them? Will that Spirit, 
whose motions you resist, return 
and visit you? and ifhe does not, 
your case is fixed indeed. You 
may rely upon it, my cousin, you 
wili one day see, that these days 
are most interesting ones to you. 
Jf your convictions should leave 
you, and you should be permit- 
ted to rest in a false peace, you 
may never any more be alarmed 
and anxious, but may go so far 
back that you will laugh at these 
serious thoughts, which once 
troubled you. But when you 
come to the judgment seat— 
when you get behind the veil, 
which covers the eternal things, 
then you will sce that at such and 
sucha time you strove against the 
Holy Spirit, and finally gained a 
victory that sealed your ruin. 
May God grant you may ncver 
realize these truths; but permit 
me to remind you there is great 
danger of it. And does it not 
stieve my cousin, that her heart 
is not melted by the love of 
Christ—that she does not feel 
some gratitude to him for his 
condescending goodness? Ifthe 
heart is not touched by these sub- 
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jects, how desperate must be its 
case; how much does it need the 
influences of God to bring it to 
aright state of feeling? 

I feel glad you were dispos- 
ed to open your heart so freely 
to me, and let me know the 
state of your mind—and I hope 
you will go to God in prayer, 
and open yuur heart as freely to 
Him—There you may find that 
aid, which in vain you look for in 
any mortal friend; and consider 
that Christ is as willing to listen 
to your cries as any one possibly 
can be. Here is a refuge from 
every danger—How safe will 
you be in the arms of almighty 
love! You need notthen fear 
that your heart will deceive you, 
or that the world will spread 
its snaresand entrap your soul, 
for Christ will engage in your 
defence, ant finally crown you 
with glory. Oh think of an un- 
fading crown of glory, and how 
mean and worthless does every 
thing the world can give appear. 
But it is a maxim of Christ’s 
kingdom, mo cross no crown. If 
we would wear the crown, we 
must also bear the cross. Be 
persuaded then, my dear friend, 
to renounce all, and take up the 
cross and follow Jesus;—and that 
God may grant you that wisdom, 
which is necessary to direct you 
in the straight and narrow path 
of iile, is the prayer of, 

Yours affectionately, 
aa 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the Panoplist. 
REMEDIES FOR INTEMPERATE 
DRINKING. 
No. VI. 


‘TAVINGin my former numbers, 
trken aq pretty extensive view of 


the causes,the insidious progress 
and the terrible effects of intem- 
perance, it is time to inquire, 
whether any thing can be done 
to stay the plague, and, if any 
thing, what! This, all will admit, 
is an Inquiry of vital importance 
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If every section and corner of 
our country, were ravaged by a 
pestilential disease, it would 
avail Lut little for the physicians 
to investigate the causes of it;— 
to trace its progress and count 
its victims; unless they could 
discover and apply sultable rerm- 
edies. 

So in the case before us, it is 
by no means suificient to point 
out the causes, progress and ef- 
fects of intemperance. To dis- 
miss the subject here, would be 
to leave the benevolent mind, tn 
a state of the most painful sus- 
pence. Ifthe distemper has not 
progressed so far, as to cut off 
all hope; if any thing can be 
done, by way of cure or preven- 
tion; it is exceedingly desirable, 
that the proper remedies should 
be pointed out, and applied with- 
out delay. The idea that “our 
wound is incurable,” must not 
be indulged one moment. Un- 
questionably, much may be done 
to limit, if we cannot wholly 
prevent, the ravages of strong 
drink; to lessen the streams, if 
we cannot dry up the fountain. 
I shall therefore proceed to sug- 
gest the most obvious and prac- 
ticuble remedies, which hdve 
cecurred to me, hoping that by 
the blessing of God, some good 
may result from the undertaking. 

1. The first remedy that lL 
would propose, and earnestly 


recommend, especially to-those 


who nave begun io foliow strong 
drink, Is a total abstinence from 
the use of afl i:stoxicating 
liauors. This may, probably, be 
deemed a_ harsh remedy by 
some; but the nature of the dis- 
ease absolutely requires it. Men 
who have boen in the habit of 
using small quantities of spirits, 
may possibly wean themselves 


gradually, though this would not 
be the best course even for them. 
But for the drunkard, or the tip. 
pler, to think of reforming by de- 
grees, is perfectly tdie. Such 
persons are In this way a thon. 
sand mes more likely to grow 
worse than better, in spite of the 
most solemn resolution they can 
form. And even if one in @ thou- 
sand should in this way, begin to 
retrace his steps, and gradually 
approach the path of temper- 
ance, he would every day be ex. 
posed to a fatal relapse. Tp 
paricy with so insidious an 
enemy as strong drink, is just 
about the same thing as to sur- 
render at discretion. As wel! 
might the poor bird, when 
charmed by a serpent, think to 
break the enchantnient, by grad- 
ually withdrawing trom the wily 
destroyer, ‘My observations,” 
says the excelient Ds. Rush, 
‘authorize me to say, that per- 
sons who have been addicted to 
the use of spirit, should abstain 
from it, suddenly and entirely. 
Zaste not, handle not, touch not, 
should be inscribed upon every 
vessel that contains spirits, in the 
house of aman, who wishes to 
be cured of habits of lntemper- 
ance.” 

ltis most earnestly to be wish- 
ed, that these remarks of Dr. 
Rush may meet the eyes, and be 
engraven on tne hearts, of ail 
that class of pcople, in our 
iand, who occupy the middie 
space between strict temperance 
aud habitual intoxication; men 
that must reguiarly have their 
morning bitters, their eleven 
o’clock dram, and their after- 
nocn sling;—such as are apt, oP 
public occasions, to become 
merry and talkative, or boister- 
ous and quarreisoine 
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word, who are gradually and in- 
sensibly swerving from the path 
of sobriety. 

2, The evils of hard drinking, 
which every good man deplores, 
might be greatly diminished, by 
laying heavy duties on all for- 
eign and domestic spirits Some, 
J "know, strenuously contend, 
that increasing the price has no 
tendency to diminish the con- 
sumption. Those who love 
liquor, will have it, say they, let 
it cost what it may. It is true 
that sots and tipplers are not 
apt to mind the expense, 
so long as their money and 
credit last. But the higher the 
price is, the soaner must their 
means be exhausted, and the 
more difficult must they find it 
to procure the insidious poison, 

It i is certain, that much more 
rum would be drunk, than now 
is, ifit could be purchased for 
halfa dollar a gallon; and much 
less would be drunk, if the price 
were advanced to four or five 
dollars. The same may be said, 
of all kinds of ardent spirits, 
manufactured in this country. If 
heavy duties were laid on all our 
distilleries, they would manu- 
facture less, and the people 
would drink less. If for instance 
the price of cider brandy was 
raised three or four fold, by a 
general*excise, the farmer who 
now lays up his barrel, or hogs- 
head, for family use, would be 
satished with less than one 
third the quantity. Many a 
bloated wretch, who now gets 
dead drunk with sixpence, 
would, for want of more money, 
be saved from this worse than 
brutal debasement. It is the 
language of common sense sup- 
ported by the testimony of expe- 
rience, Diminish the price, and 
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you increase the consumption; 
augment the price, and you di+ 
minish the consumption. So 
high are the cuties, in Great 
Britain, at this moment, upon 
spirits manufactured in her own 
colonies, that the use of rum 
is almost unknown, among the 
lower and middling classes of 
the people. Similar duties 
would undoubtedly produce sim- 
ilar effects here. 

It has been remarked, that 
agreat proportion of the emi- 
grants to this country from Eng- 
land and Ireland are intemper- 
ate, and itis generally suppos- 
ed, that they were equally so, 
before their emigration. but 
this last is a mistaken idea. 
Many of them first begin to in- 
dulge in strong drink, after they 
land upon our shgres. And 
the fact is accounted for in this 
way. Wages are so much high- 
er,in this country, than in the 
countries from which they came, 
and ardent spirits are so much 
cheaper herg, that they can af- 
ford to drink more freely, and 
thus are drawn into the vortex, 
before their apprehensions are 
excited. Let our general and 
state governments, impose very 
heavy duties upon the importer, 
the distiller, and the retailer, 
and lam sure, that the fiery del- 
uge which is now rolling its 
waves every where, would speed- 
ily and rapidly subside. 

3 ‘That conscientious regard 
to tne public good, which the 
community has a right toexpect 
and demand, in the appointment 
oi informing officers and retailers 
of spirits, would greatly check 
the progress of intemperance. 
Men of the first respectability, 
and most advantageously situat- 
ed, should be selected for grand 
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jurors, and other informing offi- 
cers. Under the vigilant eye of 
such men, the noisy rabble of 
tipplers would shrink into dark- 
ness, and study concealment. 
A few presentments would go 
far towards clearing the most 
thronged grog-shops, and many 
young men whoare beginning to 
fall, would be saved from utter 
ruin. As for abuses of licenses, 
now so common, they might, in 
my apprehension, be effectually 
prevented, if the authority of 
each town, would make it an in- 
variable rule not to renew the li- 
cense of a man, who has once 
been convicted of abusing his 
privilege. 

4. A kind of moral test act, 
declaring every drunkard unfit 
to hold any office and disqualified 
to vote in any public meeting, 
would, it is presumed, give a 
salutary check to excessive 
drinking. The lovers of rum, 
and brandy, and whisky, may 
very probably start at this sug- 
gestion, and deny the right of 
the general government or any 
state government, toenact such 
a law. But if intemperance 
strikes at the foundations of pub- 
lic, as well as domestic happi- 
ness; if an intoxicated man, is 
alike unfit to legislate, to judge, 
to execute laws, and to have a 
voice, in making appointments 
to office, then it ts. proper, that 
the door should be shut against 
him, even when he is sober. 
For who can tell, whether he 
will Le capable of acting at all 
when his services are most 
needed? and who would be wil- 
ling to confide his dearest rights 
to the decision of a drunkard? 

That men may rightfully be 
disfranchised, for making brutes 
ofthemselves and ruining their 


families, as well as for perjury, 
or any other crime, I take to be 
a sound proposition. And if the 
thing could be done, in this 
country, I have not a single 
doubt, that it would save thou- 
sands from all the debasement, 
and woes, and crimes, of intem- 
perance. 

5. Much might be done te dis- 
countenance hard drinking, by 
the electors, in every state and 
town, in the exercise of thei 
elective franchise. All the good 
and virtuous might easily agree. 
never to vote for a man, (of 
whatsoever politics) who is 
known to make too free use of 
the bottle, or to buy votes with 
liquor. Let such agreements, 
in larger and smaller circies be 
made. published, and adhered to, 
and it would have a prodigious 
influence, in diminishing the 
consumption of ardent spirits. 

6. Much might be done, by 
totally excluding the intemper- 
ate from all reputable company. 
The melancholy truth is, that 
though it is considered disgrace- 
ful upon the whole, for a person 
to be seen intoxicated, what is 
called @ high scrape, if it occurs 
but seldom, is passed over, as a 
kind of venial indiscretion, which 
by no means disqualifies a per- 
son for genteel and virtuous so- 
ciety. This injudicious tolera- 
tion, has, I believe done more 
than almost any thing else, to 
diffuse the poison among the 


middling and higher ranks of 


the community. The lovers of 
ardent spirits have found, that 
they can habitually drink hard, 
and occasionaily proceed to 
downright drunkenness, withont 
intirely losing their standing in 
society; and hence have taken en- 
couragement to go on freasuring 
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uf. wrath unto the day of wrath, 
and the revelation of the right- 
eous judgment of God. These 
things out not so to be. 

It is stated, and I believe on 
cood authority, that for a man of 
any standing to be seen intoxica- 
ted in France, is fatal to his rep- 
utation. He is discarded at 
once, as a sort of monster in hu- 
man shape, wholly unworthy of 
confidence, and unfit to appear 
afterwards in any decent compa- 
ny. ‘This, to be sure, is carry- 
ing the matter to a great length, 
but I think none too far. It is, 
in effect, presenting a stamp of 
infamy to every man’s forehead, 
to remind him, what must be 
the consequences of his swal- 
lowing the inebriating draught: 
and it has unquestionably con- 
tributed much to that sparing 
and cautious use of ardent spir- 
its, for which the French peo- 
ple have been highly and justly 
commended. 

Let the experiment be fairly 
tried in this country. Let the 
drunkard be discarded as a com- 
mon nuisance. Let a mark of 
infamy be set upon him, which 
nothing but tears of genuine pen- 
itence, followed by a thorough 
reformation, can ever efface. If 
he is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him driak; but shun 
him, as you would a person yel- 
low with the pestilence. In- 
stead of stooping to lift him out 
of the mire, where he insists up- 
on wallowing, and placing him 
among decent people, avoid him, 
fiass not by him, turn from him, 
and fiassaway. Whatthough not 
one in a hundred of the present 
race of drunkards should be re- 
claimed by this pointed neglect, 
we have every reason to believe, 
that hundreds, if not thousands, 
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would be deterred from entering 
into their path, and then would 
an incalculable amou ‘t of shame, 
suffering, and guilt, be preverit- 
ed. 

7. Much might be done to 
discountenance vice in general, 
and intemperance in particular, 
by the formation of moral socie- 
ties, within convenient limits, 
and comprising the most virtu- 
ous and influential members of 
the community. They might 
enter into articles of agreement 
to discontinue the use of spirits 
in their own families; to recom- 
mend the same abstinence to 
their friends and dependants; 
to restrain their children and 
servants from mingling with the 
idle and dissolute; and to coun- 
tenance and aid informing ofh- 
cers and magistrates, in the ex- 
ecution of the laws. 

It is a matter of thankful- 
ness, that a considerable num- 
ber of such societies have late- 
ly been formed, in various parts 
of New England, under favora- 
ble auspices. It is hoped, and 
confidently believed, that many 
more will be formed, and that, 
by their influence and exertions, 
thousands may be prevented 
from plunging into the gulf of 
intemperance. Iam well aware, 
that societies of the above de- 
scription cannot be established 
and go into operation, without 
bringing upon themselves the 
bad wishes, if nothing worse, 
of corrupt and dissolute men 
But no one who loves his chil- 
dren, his country, his Bible, and 
his God, should be deterred a 
moment, by the sneers” and 
threats of such men. It is an 
honor to be opposed by the devil 
and all his adherents. Let none 
who wish, and labor, and pray, 
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for the promotion of good morals 
faint or ve discouraged. Let us 
not be weary in well doing, for in 
due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. 

g. Our churches, by a faithful 
attention to discipline might do 
vastly more, than is done, to dis- 
courage and prevent intemper- 
ance. No body denies, I believe, 
that hard drinking is a eisciplina- 
ble offence; and yet, alas! how 
frequently is it tolerated for 
years, in the household of faith! 
How many churches wink at the 
disorderly conduct of their mem- 
bers, in this particular! Thus, 
not only is Christ wounded in 
the house of his friends, but ma- 
ny, without, are emboldened, by 
the example of immoral profes- 
sors, ¢o run with them to the 
same excess of riot. If church 
members were universally faith- 
ful toexhort one another daily; 
if the smallest deviations from 
the path of temperance were fol- 
lowed by tender admonitions, 
and if the incorrigible were cut 
off, with all reasonable despatch, 
from church communion, how 
happily, and how extensively, 
would these measures operate, in 
preventing the use of intoxicat- 
ing liquors. 

9. If farmers and mechanics 
would agree not to drink spirits 
themselves, and not to provide 
them for their workmen; if, in- 
stead of furnishing liquor, they 
would give an additional com- 
pensation to laborers, furnishing 
them at the same time, with a 
generous supply of nutritious 
and palatable drink, such as C.s 
der, beer, molasses and water, 
milk and water, and the like, a 
very large advance would be 
made towards banishiug the fie- 
ry product of our distillerics 


from the field and the shop. 
And this would be no inconsid- 
erable part of that general refor- 


mation, as it respects the use of 


spirits, which is so loudiy called 
for. 

10. After all, the most certain 
remedy for intemperate drink- 
ing, as well as for every other 
evil practice, is religion. It is 
this heaven-born principle, which 
conquers and controls our inor- 
dinate desires and appetites. 
It is this, which restores reason 
to the exercise of its legitimate 
authority over man. It is this, 
which not only teaches men, but 
disposes them, to preserve their 
‘bodies, as temples of the Holy 
Ghost. In proportion as they 
love and fear God, they will be 
temperate. To this grand ob- 
ject, therefore, let the efforts 
and prayers of all good people 
be directed. And in connexion 
with these efforts and prayers, 
let every remedy that has been 
here suggested, and every other 
that can be devised, be faithfully 
applied. Z. X. Y. 


BARON TRENCK’S VERACITY. 


Extract of a Letter from Dr. Franklin 
to his sister in Boston, dated Phila. Dec. 
17th, 1789. Taken from the original 
by the Rev. Dr. Morse, Oct. 1813. 


“You tell me you are desired by 
an acquaintance to ask my opin- 
lon, whether the general cir- 
Cumstances mentioned in the 
History of Baron Trenck are 
founded in fac.; to which I can 
Only auswer that of the greatest 
part Of these circumstances, the 
scene being laid in Germany, | 
must consequently be very ig- 
borani; but ot what he says, as 
having passed in France be- 
tween the ministers of that 
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country, himself, and me, I can 
speak positively, that it is found- 
ed in falsehood, and that the fact 
can only serve to confound it, as 
I never saw him in that country 
nov ever knew or heard of him, 
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ed him to enter into the Amer- 
ican service. A translation of 
that book into French has since 
been printed, but the Trans- 
lator has omitted that pretend- 
ed fact, probably from an ap- 
that 


any where, till I met with the 
menioned History in print in the 
German language, in which he 
ventured to relate asa fact that I 
bad, with those ministers, solicit- 


prehension its being in 
that country known not to be 
true, might hurt the credit and 
sale of the translation.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC ON THE SUBJECT OF 


MISSIONS TO THE HEATHEN AND TRANSLATIONS OF THE SCRIP- 
TURES. 


In behalf of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, the subscribers, a committee for the purpose, beg leave 
to solicit the attention of the Christian public tothe cause in which 
the Board is engaged, and for the promotion of which it was orig- 
inally instituted, and has been since incorporated. We are not 
backward to state, at the commencement of this address, that we 
shall lay befure the reader, with great satisfaction, some of the facts 
and reasons, on which our attachment to this cause is founded, and 
which, we are sure, will not fail to commend themselves to every 
enlightened conscience, and to make an impression on every pious 
heart. ‘Lhe cause itseif is transcendently glorious, and deserving 
of the warmest nn of all men, however imperfectly, or fce- 
biy, we may state its Claims, To doubt, or hesitate, in regard to 
the urgency of these claims, and the duty of keeping them habitual- 
ly in view, would be equally repugnant to our oes and dishon- 
orable to our professien as Christians. Can it be a matter of doubt, 
or of indifference, to any man, who has the heliotanes in his hands, 
and has profited by perusing them, whether Christianity is to be- 
come, at some future day, the religion otf all mankind?—whether its 
transforming power is universally to influence the hearts and the 
lives of men! whetherthe word of Ged is to be read, understood, 
and obeyed, by the nations now sunk in idolatry and ignorance?— 
whether this grand consummation is to be effected by the means 
which men are voluntarily to ete pet ?—or whether there is an im- 
perious necessity that Christians should zealously co-operate in this 
great work of the Lord? 

The object of the Board is one—the promulgation of Christianity 
among the heathen, The means, by which this object is designed 
io be “effected, are of two kinds;—the publication and distribution of 

vhe Scriptures in the different lomguages of the nations; and the 
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supportof faithful missionaries to explain, exemplify, and impress 
on the mind, the great truths which the Scriptures contain. 

In regard to the distribution of the Scriptures, the Board is in 
fact, though not in name, a Foreicn Binns Socrery; and, under 
this aspect, we earnestly request that its advantages may be consider- 

ed by all, who would | joyfully place the Bible in the hands of pagans. 
Confined in its dete to no part of the globe 1 in exclusion of 
other parts, the Board can extend the sovercign balm wherever 
there are spiritual m Tallies to be healed; enjoying the benefit of 
established plans of co respondenceand co-operation,the result of its 
proceedings can be n ore prompt, than could otherwise be expect- 
ed; and having Its att<::tion long fixed on the most promising fields 
ufexertion, its agents will acquire a facility of action, which can 
never be appiied to single, insulated, and sudden efforts. Through 
the instrumentality of the Board, every charitable person, however 
retired or obscure, has it in his power to send the Bible to those 
very heathens than whom none of the human race can need it more, 
and on whom there are peculiar encouragements to bestow it. A 
known, regular, uninterrupted channel will be kept open, (with the 
blessing of Providence,) through which the streams of American 
beneficence may flow into the centre of the pagan world, and con- 
tribute to fertilize regions which have long been dreary and bar- 
ren of all moral good. Ani shall not these streams increase, tii! 
they form a mighty river, flowing with a steady and resistless cur 
rent, and bearing on its bosom the immortal hopes of restored 
Jews, and the imperishable riches of converted Gentiles? Will not 
many of our Countrymen esteem it a high privilege, that their con- 
tributions, at whatever season bestowed, may, in a few months and 
without care or trouble to themselves, be so applied, even in the 
remote eastern hemisphere, as tocommencea series of good ef- 
fects, which shall neverend,and the number and magnitude of 
which no human powers can calculate? A single Bible given toa 
liindoo, ora Ceylonese, may be the means of enliehtening a family, 
of arousing the attention of a neighborhood, of withdrawing amul- 
titude from idolatry, leading them to procure the Scriptures for 
themselves, and turning them from darkness to light and from the 
power of Satan to the living God. 

Itisa fact highly gratifying to the Board, that the liberality of 

Christians has devolved on them the duty of remitting, in the course 
the year past, bills of exchange to the amount of about eight kun- 
dred and sixty fiounds sterling, to aid In the translation und distri- 
bution of the Scriptures in Asia; asum which will produce as much 
in India, according to the present rates ofexchanye from London 
to Calcutta, as would | produecd by remitting four thousand dol- 
Jars In specie, after deducting fiom that sum the peace rates of 
freight and insurance. ‘Though it is a pleasing reflection, that 
some part of this money may even now have been expended, and 
contributed to supply the spiritual wants of numbers, yet we are 
not to forget, that a few thousand Bibles cannct sufBce for many 
millions of inhabitants; that the demand for the word cf Ged wi! 
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be more urgent, the more a knowledge of it is disseminate’, and 
that the united efforts of all Christians, in all parts of the world, 
are demanded, and will be demanded for many years to come, in 
this single branch of charity. 
We might state a multitude of facts, all ‘tending to prove, that 
ihe encouragement to distribute the Scriptures‘in Asia is continu- 
ally increasing. From the journal kept by Peter, a native mission- 
ary of the cross, it appears, that throughout a long journey in Orissa, 
a part of Hindostan, performed in the Autumn of 1811, he found 
great numbers of persons, who heard him with attention when he 
preached, and were very anxions to receive from him copies of the 
Scriptures. In stating his labors on a particular Lord’s day, he 
— “Some sat down with me for two hours at a time, reading the 
ew Testament and hearing it explained. Others earnestly in- 
cal for a Testament, or a tract; and when they had obtained 
their request seemed as glad as if they had gained some rich prize.’ 
At Bhudruka, as well as in the way to it,’’ says the same writer, 
“ preached Jesus to multitudes. ‘he people seemed so eager for 
books, that I think I could have distributed a thousand, ii Thad had 
them.” Ona subsequent day, he writes thus: “I sat from 12 
o'clock tll seven in the evening, reading and explaining the word 
of God. I gave away many tracts; also two Testaments to two very 
sensible Ooriyas, [i.e. natives of Orissa,| one of whom appeared 
very serious and attentive, and, after I had departed to my lodgings, 
came and inquired very particularly about the way of salvation.’ 
‘Two other missionaries write thus: “The poor heathen are 
much surprised to hear the gracious news of eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. You would admire to see with what elad- 
ness they accept the Orissa Testaments at our hands They say 
they never thought the Firingees* had such a good book! We have 
distributed a considerable number of Testaments in the country, and 
have had the oy sente of sending one to Pooree, and the Brahmans 
of Jugunnath | Juggernaut] received it gladly. ‘They wanted to 
pay for it; but we strictly charged the bearer to present it without 
taking any thing for it.” 
Important, however, as the distribution of the Scriptures among 
ihe heathen, in their own languages, is held to be by us, and by 


the Christian public generally, it should never be forgetten, that 


the preaching of the Gospel in every part of the earth, is indispen- 
sable tothe general conversion of mankind. Though the Scriptures 
alone have, in many individual cases, been made the instrument of 
regeneration, yet we have 1.0 account of any verv extensive diffu: 

sion of Christianity, unless where the truths of the Scriptures have 
been preached. Were the heathen generally to receive the Scrip- 
tures, and anxious to learn divine truth, they would, like the Etho- 
plan eunuch, apply for instruction to those who had been previ- 
vusly acquainted with the same Scriptures; and when asked if they 
understood what they had read, would reply, Zécw can we, except 


8, ihe wnel/eons anen e given by them to all vhe were without east.” 
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some man should guide us? The distribution of the Bible excites 
inquiry, and often leads those who receive that precious book to 
attend public worship in the sanctuary; but the preaching of the 
Gosfiel is, after all, the grand mean appointed by Infinite Wisdom 
for the conversion and salvation of men. Without this, the Scrip- 
tures, however liberally distributed, will have comparatively little 
effect among any people, whether pagan or nominally Christian. 
This assertion is not only approved by reason, but abundantly con. 
firmed by the history of the Church, and the express declaration o1 
God’s word, Whosoever, says the great apostle to the Gentiles, 
shall callufion the name of the Lord shall be saved. Jfow then sha!! 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall ther 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall the: 
hear withcut a preacher? and how shall they fireach except they b« 
sent? 1. e. how shall they proclaimthe Gospel to the heathen, or 
the Jews, unless they go as missionaries? And, as if to show that 
the circulation of the Scriptures, and the preaching of the Gospel, 
should go hand tn hand. the apostle comes to this conclusion: Se, 
then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. The 
countries, in which heathenism now prev.ils, will doul tless be able 
to furnish themselves with preachers, after Christianity shall have 
made extensive progress in them; but at the commencement c! 
the Gospel dispensation to those whe are entirely ignorant of 1, 
they must for many years receive preachers from Christian na- 
tions. 

So faras the Board has been engaged in the attempt to establish 
missions, some unexpected impediments have been thrown in the 
way. It bas been ascertained, however, that Ceylon is open to our 
exertions; and this is certainly one of the most promising fields in 
the world for missionary enterprise. At the Isle of France, also, 
a useful station might be fixed; and hopes are entertained, that a 
door will be opened for the preachers of the Gospel, in the popu- 
lous regions near Surat and Bombay. It may also be reasonably 
hoped and believed, that the missionaries, who remain in the ser- 
vice of the Board, will be improved, and rendered more fit for emi- 
nent usefulness, by the trials which they have experienced. So 
far as can be judged from their letters, the paintul dispensations to 
which we refer have added to their patience, fortitude, and humili- 
ty,and have attached them more sirongly to the cause which they 
have espoused. 

Disappointments in the great work of evangelizing the world 
are to be expected; but they shouid never dishearten us, nor cause 
is to intermit our labors; ror should they induce us to relinquish a 
particular object, unless they are of a decisive character, or have 
been many times repeated. Christians have been too ready to faini 
and grow weary under discouragements, in almost all ages of the 
Church. They would do well to take lessons on this subject from 
the men of the world. Does the loss of one ship, or a whole con- 
voy, deter enterprising merchants from entering on a new coms 
merce, which promises,so far ae probability ts rerarded. ‘9 hecony 
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lucrative and successful? Do our farmers abandon fields, which had 
been prepared for cultivation with great labor, merely because the 
first crop has not answered their most sanguine expectations? The 
Christian should feel persuaded, that thougha single attempt, or 
even a series of attempts, to send the Gospel tothe heathen should 
(ail; yet not only the experience of the Church from the first pro- 
mulgation of Christianity to the present time, but the express 
promises of God in relation totimes still future, afford the strong- 
est encouragement to persevering labors in this cause. 
Some persons speak of missions, as though they were a new 
thing in the world; or at least as though they had never done 
much good to mankind. These persons forget, that Christianity 
has always been extended by missions, wherever it has been ex- 
tended at all, with the exception of what has been done in this way 
by colonization. They forget that alt Europe, and large portions 
of Asia and Africa, have been converted to Christianity by missions; 
that the primitive preachers of Christianity were almost all mis- 
slonaries; that the disciples who composed our Lord's household, 
o whom Matthias and Paul were subsequently added, were named 
missionaries, and have been gloriously distinguished in all succeed- 
ing ages, as the missionaries of Jesus Christ. They seem ignorant 
that the word afostie, introduced inte our language from the Greek, 
is precisely of the same meaning as our word missionary; and that 
learned divines have regretted, that the word was not translated in- 
stead of being thus introduced. They forget, that our ancestors in 
Britain were wretched idolaters, offering human sacrifices, and 
clinging to the most degrading superstitions, till they were deliv- 
ered from their miserable bondage by the instrumentality of mis- 
sionarics. If such mighty transformations were wrought by the 
labors of missionaries, when printing was unknown, and there was 
but little intercourse between nations; when most barbarous nations 
were subdivided into a multitude of petty states, hostile to each 
other; when science was in its infancy, and the restraints of Jaw and 
order were but partially enjoyed; when commerce had but just be- 
sun to produce its civilizing eflects;—how much more encourage- 
ment is there to proceed with vigor in the establishment and sup- 
portof missions, in these highly favored times, when the art of 
printing will enable us to muitiply copies of the Scriptures so as to 
supply the wants of every human being; when commerce visits ev- 
ery part of the world; when wealth is abundant, and the means of 
‘upporiing distant expeditions of benevolence are easily supplied; 
when the number of persons engaged in this good work is great 
and 1 Increasing; and, above all, when the day is not far distant, a: 
ve trust, in which the word of the Lord shall have free course, 
a its influence be felt from the rising to the setting sun. 
ft is to be remembered, that when any great design is to be ac- 
complished for the church and the world, God sees fit to try those, 
who are engaged in it, by many adverse occurrences. Throug!; 
what a series of difficulties did Moses conduct the Israelites before 
they were permitted to enter Canaan? Throug!: what dishearten- 
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ing scenes were the immediate disciples of our Lord called to pass, 
before and after his resurrection? How dark and mysterious must 
it have appeared, that Paul, with his illustrious qualifications, should 
have spent so large a part of his life in prison, and in laboring with 
his own hands for a support; and should have been so perpetually 
exposed to the rage and persecution of ungodly men? In the time 
of the Reformation, also, how numerous were the difficulties to be 
encountered,—and frequently how unexpected,—before the truth 
could be preached with safety in a single nation in Europe? How 
often did the nations, which had been partially reformed, relapse 
into Popery, and re-kindle the flames of persecution? When our 
ancestors first came to this country, and sacrificed their ease and 
comfort to establish churches in the wilderness, how many and va- 
rious were their hardships? How often did they suffer under the 
frowns of Providence, and how severely were their faith and hope 
tricd? Yet, in all these instances, God was preparing his peop!c 
for success and prosperity. So in most of the modern attempts to 
send the Gospel to the heathen, the discouragements, which at firs! 
presented themselves, have been overcome by zeal and persever- 
ance. Ifthe Moravians had yielded to discouragements, of which 
they experienced a great variety, they never could have had, as they 
now have, one hundred and fifty missionaries, some of them in the 
most inhospitable climates, and fsventy thousand hopeful converts. 
If the Missionary Society in England had given over their labors, 
at the loss of the ship Duff, they never could have had, as they now 
have, missionaries at twenty different stations; nor could they re- 
ceive, as they now do, most gratifying intelligence of the progress 
made in communicating instruction, and of conversions from idols 
to Christ. If Zeigenbalg and his associates had been deterred by 
temporary hindrances, they could not have planted the Gospe! 
more than a century ago, in southern India; nor could a long suc- 
cession of missionari¢s and pastors have ministered to churches, 
whose light has shone in that region with double splendor, in con- 
trast with the surrounding darkness. 

In estimating the success of missionaries, we must regard thc 
stage of the mission, the difficulties to be met in the beginning, the 


value of an establishment among the heathen, and many other things, 


beside the number of converts made by the personal exertions ot 
the first laborers in a new field. ‘he man who shall learn a new 
language, conciliate the regard of even a few natives to the cause 
in which he is employed, add facilities to the acquisition of the lan- 
euage, begin atransiation of the Scriptures, and prepare the way 
for others to labor with greater advantages, may, Cventually, be the 
instrument of bringing more souls to heaven, (though he should 
never be so happy as to see any fruit of his toil with his mortal 
eyes,) than the most hoaored servant of Christ in a Christian 
country. 

They who urge against missions to the heathen the small imme- 
diate success, which usually auends the first atlempts in a new re- 
gion, would do well to consider, that without a beginning there 
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can be no progress,—without a progress no consummation. And 
shall there never be a beginning? Will Christians fold their hands, 
and leave the heathen to grope in Egyptian darkness, without an 
effort to enlighten them? Or, if this melancholy determination 1s 
not allowed, when shali the beginning be made? Can a more fa- 
vorable time to institute new missions ever be expected? If this 
favorable crisis, when the Christian world is awake en the sub- 
ject, should be suffered to pass away unimproved, who can ensure 
the return of another? But it will not pass away in this manner; 

it has already been seized by multitudes who will not relinquish the 
object. In regard to many missions, the beginning is past; the 
progress is cheering beyend expectation or hope; anda glorious 
consummation may be reasonably anticipated. 

To those who allege, that little has been hitherto done in the 
great work, it may be replied, that, in most instances, quite as 
much has been done, as was expected by any man, who considered 
ithe means employed. In some instances, more has been done, 
than the most enthusiastic ventured to hope. Who would have 
dared to predict so salutary and speedy a change, as has been ex- 
perienced at Bavian’s Kloof and Bethelsdorp in South Africa, by 
the wild, ferocious, and besotted Caffres and Hottentots? From a 
state of the most deplorable ignorance and brutism several hundred 
families of these degraded people have been delivered by the 
preaching of the plain truths of the Gospel. Industry has taken 
the place of vagrancy; honesty the place of fraud and theft; clean- 
liness and decency have been introduced where the most sordid and 
loathsome habits prevailed; the love of Christ has been shed abroad 
in hearts, which had been the residence of stupidity, sin and guilt; 
and the Christian graces and virtues have supplanted the selfish, ma- 
lignant, and sensual passions and yices. 

When Carey planned and entered upon a mission to Hindostan, 
about twenty years ago, he did not believe it credible, in his most 
sanguine moments, that his own eyes would ever witness such a 
progress as they have already witnessed. It appeared to him an 
object worthy of the most strenuous labors of a whole life to trans- 
late the New Testament into a single language; an object, which, 
if he might live to accomplish it, would furnish ground of everlast- 
ing gratitude and praise to God. What then must be his emotions, 
to see translations now carrying on in ten languages, in an estab- 
lishment of which he was the founder; to see the publication of 
the New Testament in several languages, and a third edition of 
the whole Bible printing in one?’ What ought to be the emotions 
of Christians generally, while beholding these things, and the kin- 
dred efforts of other individuals and associations aiming at the 
came great end? How animating the thought that translations of 
‘he Scriptures are commenced in thirty Asiatic languages? Though 
we have to lament the early death of a Leyden, and a Martyn, 
vet others will be raised up to supply their places, and complete 

heir benevolent designs. 

Von. IX. 4} 
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The progress which has been made in obtaining a knowledge of 
the religious character of the Asiatics, and of the necessary quali- 
fications of a missionary; in ascertaining the manner in which 
many classes of the heathen are disposed to treat Christian instruc- 
tors; and in establishing the fact, that the great doctrines of our 
holy religion produce their proper benign effects, wherever preach- 
ed in simplicity,—may be regarded as highly important and satis- 
factory. The most common and popular objections to missions are 
found to be utterly groundless; and the day seems to have nearly 
arrived, when, with all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
there shall be but one opinion on the practicability and duty of en- 
gaging in missionary enterprises. 

Are we to reason, and act, as though all these advances were un- 
worthy of consideration? Is the progress already made to be ac- 
counted as nothing? Is it nothing, that missionaries are stationed 
in New Holland; at many places in Hindostan; in Ceylon; at five 
or six places in Africa; in Tartary; in South America; in Labrador 
and Greenland; and in the islands of the Pacific ocean? Is it 
nothing, that such a manas Dr. Buchanan has travelled, and pub- 
lished the result of his researches, in order to show the progress of 
Christianity in the cast, and to press upon Christians the duty of 
activity in this great work? Is it nothing, that the caverns of the 
Inquisition at Goa have been thrown open, and the wretched cap- 
tives suffered to go free? and that this victory of religion over su- 
perstition has been achieved in consequence of the benevolent 
attempts to extend the light of the Gospel to Asia? Is it nothing, 
that we are enabled, by iatelligence received while we are writing, 
to celebrate the triumph of the friends of missions in the British 
Parliament? a triumph which unbars India to the missionaries o! 
the cross? Is it nothing, that the executive government of Great 
Britain is strongly in favor of communicating religious instruction 
to sixty millions of Asiatic subjects? Is it nothing, that the voice 
of the English nation was raised, in the course of three months, to 
a louder note of intreaty in favor of sending Christianity to the cast, 
than it had been raised for a century past, on any moral er politica! 
subject whatever, not excepting the abolition of the stave trade for 
which the nation siruggled twenty years? Is it nothing, that nine 
hundred petitions loaded the tables of each House of Parliament, 
signed by nearly half a million of individuals—a greater numoecr 
than ever before offered petitions in their own hand-writing, for one 
common purpose, to any government on earth? Is it nothing, that 
these petitions flocked together from every part of England, Ireland 
and Scotland, as if moved by the same impulse; that they were ev- 
ery where encouraged by the wise, the considerate, the benevolent 
the pious; and that their success wus earnestiy desired by all clas- 
ses of persons from the prince to the peasant,—from the learned 
divine to the amiable child? 

We are anxious to fix your attention, Christian brethren, on the 
great object of evangelizing a@l/ nations;—an object more glorious, 
more worthy of the universal patronage and admiration of the peo- 
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ple of God, than the tongue can express, or the heart conceive; and 
an object of sure and no very distant accomplishment. ‘To this ob- 
ject the eyes of Christians in many countries are already most ear- 
neatly directed. ‘Fhe Christian world is now, for the first time, 

eaching forward to its attainment, and even grasping it by antici- 
Moe: In Great Britain, the promulgation of true religion in ev- 
cry part of the earth, and the publication and distribution of the 
Scriptures in every language, are topics of general and familiar al- 
lusion, as though these stupendous events were at hand, and were 
even now hailed with demonstrations of joy. When we notice that 
the wisest and the best informed men in that empire, and In our 
own country, partake of these joyful anticipations, and that a similar 
crisis In the state of the church has never before been known;— 
when we cbserve, that this tone of public feeling has been excited 
not by a sudden impulse of enthusiasm, but by a patient compari- 
son of the word of God with his providence, of prophecy with his- 
tory, by an attentive consideration of the peculiar signs of the times, 
and by the gradual operation of causes above the powers of man to 
contrive or combine;—we are forccd to believe, that God has great 
things to be accomplished by the men of this generation, and that, 
after punishing the nations for their sins, he is about to deliver 
them from the wretched bondage in which they have been held. To 
this day the ancient prophets looked forward with holy rapture; for 
this day the persecured congregations of the faithful prayed, during 
the gloomy reign of Popish superstition; for this day the Reformers 
labored and suffered, for this day the most devout aspirations of 
pious souls have in every age ascended. Shall we, who are so 
happy xs Lo see this day, “negicet to do ovr part? Other times 
have been times of preparation; the present age is emphatically 
the age of action. Shall we remain idle in this ‘harvest me of the 
world?’ 

Some may inquire, What shall we do? What are the duties 
peculiatly incumbent apon Christians at the present time? To 
these questions the follo wing answers are respectlully submitted. 

Christians should pray constantly and fervently for the advent of 
the latter-day glory, ‘his topic should never be forgotten in the 
puolic assembly, the social circle convened for praver, the family, 
nor the closet. It 1s peed in answer to prayer, that Christ ap- 
pears in his glory to build up Zion. It is in consequence of prayer, 
that spiri:ual blessings are ever to be expected. Were it possible, 
that prayer should cease to be offered for the millennium, that 

blissful period would never arrive; and the creation would groan 
wigicr the preva'ence of sin without hope of deliverance. Danicl 
understood dy dvvks* the time appointed for the restoration of his. 
captive countrymen to their native land, and set his face to seek the 
Lord God by prayer and supplication. So Christians should under- 
stand by the sure word of prophecy, the time ot general deliverance, 
aud should engage in earnest and united prayer, They should 


* Dan. ix, 2 
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pray, in order to awaken their sympathy for the immense multitude 
of sufferers throughout the world; to enkindle their own zeal, and 
stimulate others to the good work of the Lord; and to prepare 
themselves for all the sacrifices and active services, which the mo- 
mentous crisis demands. They should pray, that Christians may 
all be united in the greatest effort, which ever claimed their aid; 
and that smaller points of difference may be forgotten in the great 
contest between Christ and fulse gods. They should pray, that all 
Missionary Societies, and all individuals who have an influence in 
the direction of missions, may be prudent, faithful, amd guided by 
Infinite Wisdom; that the Missionaries whom they send may be 


humble, prayerful, courageous, «nd persevering, full of faith and of 


the Holy Ghost,—and may heppily exemplify the doctrines which 
they teach; that a great and effectual door may be opened for their 
eutrance among the heathen, and that Christ may speedily become 
the power of God and the wisdom of God to many who shall be- 
lieve through their instrumentality; and that a divine blessing may 
rest on all who contribute by their influence, their example, their 
property, or their personal labors, to extend the limits of the true 
Church, and gather Christ’s wandering sheep into the one fold. 

We take the liberty of stating, in this place, that many Christians 
in Great Britain have, since missions were fitted out from that coun- 
try, observed the first Monday evening in each month, as a season 
of peculiar prayer, both social and secret, for the success of mis- 
sionaries and the spread of the Gospel. The same time has been 
devoted to the same purpose, by Christians in some of our towns, 
since the mission was fitted out from this country to Asia. Concert 
is pleasing in the pursuit of any desirable object. Let Christians, 
who are accustomed te assemble for social prayer, consider whether 
this concert may not be further extended. But whether this sea- 
son be equaily convenient for all, or not, we carnestly urge upon all 
the duty of stated, particular, persevering prayer for missionaries 
and those to whom they are sent. Let Christians raise their voices 
in unison, and adop: the language of the prophet, “or Zion’s sake 
will I not held my freace; for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest:-until 
the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvatioz 
theresf as a lamp taAat burneth. And the Gensiles shall see thy 
righteousness, and all kings thy glory. 

Another obvious duty, binding upon all Christians, is to show the 
sincerity of their prayers by their practice. None, who have read 
their Bibles, ought to be ignorant, that they are stewards of what- 
ever they possess; that all their means and opportunities of doing 
eood are recorded in the book of God’s remembrance; and that an 
account must be rendered of the manner in which this stewardship 
has been exercised. Who,in this tavered land, can Say, that he has 
not been entrusted with at least ove talent? Who can be willing to 
ide that talent ina napkin? How many are there, who have their 
five, their ten, their fifty, their hundred talents? And how anhappy 
will be their case, if alt this liberality of Providence shall be found 
at last to have been wasted upon them; to have produced none of 
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ithe good to which it ought to have been applied; and to have proved 
its earthly possessors guilty of unfaithfulness to the rightful Pro- 
prietor? 

The proportion of his property, which each Christian should de- 
yote to public and charitable purposes, differs according to the dif 
ferent circumstances, in which he is placed, and must be left to the 
decision of his own conscience instructed by the word of God. 
But however difficult it might be to determine the exact amount 
which each one should give, there can be no hesitation in declar- 
ing, that it should, in all circumstances, and at all times, be so great 
as to be really valued by him who gives it, and thus be a real sacri- 
fice in his estimation. Fora poor widow to give her two mites, 
even all her living, is a great sacrifice; but fora wealthy man to give 
two hundred mites can be no sacrifice at all; for it would not cause 
him a moment’s uneasiness, nor be considered as a loss worthy to 
be mentioned, if he were to lose ten times that sum in the bottom 
of the sea. That Christians may act with system, and yield to each 
charitable claim its proper regard, they will do wisely to ascertain, 
each one for himself, how large a sum he ought to bestow from 
year to year; always remembering, that it is safer to erron the side 
of generosity than on that of parsimony; that few err in giving too 
much, many in withholding more thanis meet; and that his decision 
is to be re-examined at the judgment. seat of Christ. 

Still less would we venture to intimate the proportion which is 
due to the various charitable purposes now existing in this country, 
Weare confident, however, that where the public have the means 
of information in relation to such purposes, where no_ invidious 
comparisons are made between the claims of different charitable 
associations, and no rivalship exists but that which provokes to love 
and to good works, there is reason to believe that Providence will 
direct to a proper distribution of pecuniary means. There are 
many charitable institutions, on each of which every good man 
vught to implore the divine blessing. Perhaps no one of them re- 
ceives so much patronage, as it deserves, and might very uselully 

employ. Letit be the endeavor of the particular friends of each 
to increase the general stock of benevolence, trusting, that if this 
be dune, a// benevolent designs will receive a rapidiy increasing 
patronage, 

There is one objection to sending missionaries abroad so com- 
mon, and so plausible at first view, that It ought to be mentioned 
here. It is this: That many ministers of the Gospel, more than 
can at present be supplied, are imperiously needed at home. This 
objection states a melancholy truth, but proceeds on a mistaken 
principle. If the aposiles had argued thus, they never would have 
guitted Judea; the Gentiles would never have heard the Gospel till 
taany ages after the Christian era; our ancestors in Britain would 
never have been converted. The same objection could bave been 
applied, nay was applied, to sending missionaries from Cone 
iecticut and Mass sachusetts to our new ‘settlements, when the de 
biesitc Missionary Societies first began their operations. 
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But not to dwell on this consideration, there is another which sct- 
tles the debate at once; which is, That thé readiest and most effica- 
cious method of frromoting religion at home is for Christians to 
exert themselves to send itabrcad. On the most thorough examina- 
tion this position will be found strictly and literally true. When 
missions to the heathen were first contemplated in England, the 
above objection was strongly urged, and with as great plausibility 
as it ever can be urged here. What has been the event? The num- 
ber of evangelical preachers and professors of Caristianity has been 
increasing in that country, in an unexampled manner, during the 
whole time since the first missionaries sailed from England. The 
increase of faithful preachers alone has more than tweaty-fold ex- 
ceeded the whole number of missionaries sent abroad. 

When it was objected on the floor of the Senate of Massachu- 
setts to the act for incorporating the Beard in whose behalf we 
speak, that it was designed to afford the means of exporting relig- 
ion, whereas there was none to sfare from among ourse/ves; it was 
pleasantly and truly replied, that religion was a commodity, of whici: 
the more we exported the more we had remaining. lLlowevei 
strange this may appear to some, it.will not seem strange to him 
who considers the import of these words: Ziere is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdcih more tian ts meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty. He that watcreth, shall be watered also 
himself. It is more blessed to give, than to recetve. ‘The govern. 
ment of God isa government of benevolence; and is intended to 
convince us, that he, who does good to others, is most secure of re. 
ceiving good himself. The same remark, which was made respect- 
ing the increase of religion in England, will apply to this country, 
so far as it has been in similar circumstances. 

The only remaining duty, which our limits permit us to urge 
upon Christians, in relation to this subject, 1s, Phat they use all the 
means in their fiower for obtaining information respecting the wants 
of the heathen and the encouragements to sufifort missions. \Vith- 
out information no person can act understandingly; but when in 
possession of a simple statement of what has been done, and what 
is doinz, with the motives for perseverance, Christians can act vig- 
orously, unitedly, and to good effect. To be ignorant of the state 
and prospects of the Church, at this day, is criminal; especially as 
the means of information are within every person’s reach.* 

We are unwilling to conclude, without addressing a few words 
particularly to our brethren in different parts of the country, who 
have associated in oreign Mission Societies, and have committed 
their funds to the disposal of the Board. 


* The committee would particularly recommend the Rev. Dr. Dwight’s sermon, de- 
livered in Boston, at the annual meeting of the Board on the 16th ult, 

Besides the religious magazines, the History of Missions, by Mr. Eleazer Lord, is 
highly worthy of perusal. 
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Be.oveD BretTuren, 

We consider it as a token af great cood to our own country, and 
as a pledge of success in the attempt to convert the heathen, that so 
many ornaments of our churches and pillars of civil society, have 
united in devoting a yearly tribute to extend the knowledge of Christ 
in fereign lands. In every great cause union is necessary; in none 
more evidently so, than in the one to which all our remarks have 
reference. Union in this cause is peculiarly productive of happi- 
ness. We appeal to your own experience, brethren. Is not the 
thought of joining in a work of vast importance to the souls of 
men with multitudes of your fellow Christians, widely scattered 
through the world, a thought which dilates the heart with joy? 
which prompts to Christian activity? which animates to prayer and 
praise? which ennobles the soul, and powerfully reminds it of the 
fuve of Christ which passes knowledge? 

The multitudes among us who have lent their influence, ane their 
property, to assist in the mighty enterprise of converting the heathen, 
could not direct their operaticns to effect unless they had some com- 
mon bond of union,—some centre of action. If the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, secured as itis by an act of 
incerporation, can furnish this bond, and can so far be the servants 
of all, as to direct the offerings and benefactions of all to the end 
for which they are designed, the satisfaction thence arising will be 
a rich reward forthe care and labor which so weighty a concern 

demands. ‘That the Board shall in no case ert, it would be pre- 
sumptuous to engage; but that their designs are in a high degree 
interesting to allthe disciples of Christ may be safely affirmed; 
and that the measures adopted by them will, with a divine blessing, 
be greatly conducive to the happiest results, may reasonably be 
hoped, 

It is respectfully recommended to Foreign Mission Societies, 
that this address be read at their next annual meetings, unless pe- 
cullar circumstances render it inconvenient. 

The worthy and pious females in our country, who have associat- 
ed to contribute to the funds of this Board, are deserving of partic- 
ularand affectionate remembrance. Nor would we pass over other 
females of like character, whose situation does not permit them 
thus to associate, but whose cordial regards to the cause have been 
expressed by individual donations. From the time of our Lord’s 
crucifixion to the present day, probably from the patriarchal ages, 
the larger proportion of his most faithful and devoted followers 
have been found in the female sex. Here is a scene of action. in 
which women may take a lively interest without overstepping the 
limits, which asense of propriety has imposed on female exertion. 
Here is an occasion, in w ‘hich thousands of pious females may ex- 
press the same affection with which the heart of Mary overflowed, 
when she anointed the feet of her Savior, and wiped them with the 
hairs of -her head. She did it to honor the person of her Lord 
before his burial; they ave invited te show the same affection, by fur- 
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nishing the means of calling ¢o spiritual life in Htm those who are 
dead in tresfiasses and sins. 

To conclude; the Board are deeply sensible that they need, and are 
earnestly desirous to receive, the cooperation, the good wishes, and 
the prayers, of the numerous friends of Christ, who have embarked 
in this cause. The considerate public will readily allow, that to 
examine the comparative claims of many distinct heathen countries; 
to select the most promising fields of action;—to judge of the qual- 
ifications of missionaries;—to meet unexpected trials with fortitude 
and undiminished resolution;—to anticipate and supply the wants 
of distant laborers in the vineyard:—to keep up an extensive for- 
eign correspondence;—to make prompt and regular remittances, in 
the changing state of the world; to instruct missionaries in all the 
unforeseen and difficult cases which May occur;—to manage with 
skill and prudence the pecuniary affairs of the institution;—in 
short, to discharge with fidelity, and care, and from love to Christ 
and his disciples, all the various duties imposed upon the members, 
and especially upon the officers, of this Board, is an arduous work; 
a work fraught with high and solemn responsibility, which re- 
quires much thought, constant attention, and frequent labor, and 
which makes it preper that they, to whem so weighty a charge is 
committed, should solicit the affectionate remembrance of their 
brethren, whenever they draw near to the mercy-seat. Enjoying 
this consolation amidst their cares, and relying on this source of 
strength and wisdom, the Board may hope to contribute something 
to the advent of the happy period, when God shall extend peace to 
his church dike a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
stream. 

JepipiAH Morsgr, 
SAMUEL WoRCEsTER, $ Comnittec. 
JEREMIAH Evarts, 

Boston, Oct. 25, 1815. 


eannot give the exact purport of the sec 

tion here alluded to; but it may suffice to 
We have been of the invariable opinion, say, that the friends of Missions were 
that, at the expiration of the East India _ perfectly satisfied with it, and the ene- 
Company’s charter, the door would,in mies of Missions opposed it with great 
some way or other, be opened for the ad- zeal. 


€HRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 


mission of Christian teachers into India. 
Whether it would be in consequence of 
a refusal to renew the charter, or a leg- 
islative provision in the act of renewa', 
or an irresistible impression upon the 
minds of the Directors, or their Eastern 
Governors, made by the voice of the na- 
tion, seemed not very material. It has 
seemed good to the Almighty Ruler of 
the nations to secure this desirable ob- 


ject by a legislative provision in favor of 


those who wish to reside in India for the 
purpose of communicating moral and reli- 
gious instruction tothe natives, The act 
passed the last stages and received the 
royal assent, about the 20th ofJuly. We 


The conduetors of the Christian Ob- 
server, after mentioning the names of a 
vast number of places from which peti- 
tions had been poured in upon Parliament 
vn this subject proceed, as follows: 

ED. 


“But we hasten to congratulate our 
readers, not only that the public senti- 
mei:t has been thus honorably and exten- 
sively expressed; but that it has not beet 
expressed in vain. On the 22nd. ins- 
tant, [June,] Lord Castlereagh, in # 
speech replete with sound sense, and en- 
larged and liberal views of policy, propos 
ed to the House of Commons the adop- 
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tion of the following Resolution, which 
had been previously ayrecd to in a Con, 
mittee of the whole iiouse, viz. 

“Phat itis the dity of this country to 
promote the iiterest aud happiness of the 
naive inhabwants of the British domin- 
ious in Inia, aod that such measures 
ought to be adopteu as iuay tend to the 
mtroduction amoung them oruseta kiiowl- 
edge aad of religious and moral linprove- 
ment:—TPhat, 1m the fartheraice oi the 
above objects, sufficient faciliues shail be 
atiurded, DS law, to persons desirous of 
goiug to and remaiaing in Tuca or the 
pur pe of accomplishing those beneyo- 
lent designs. 

“eProvuied always, thal the auihority 
of tbe iocal governiueits, respecdag the 
Intercourse of Europeans with che micri- 

er of the country, be preserved, and that 
the j rinciples 0. ‘the Bettish goverument, 
oO. which the natives of Lidia have licher- 


ty relied for the iree exercise of their re- 
. # . » ] 
lizion, be invioiebly maa niained.. 

‘eé »sF 


Tie Resolution was supported, in a 
most eloquent a. d argumentauve speech, 
by Mr. Wilboitoree, ably seeonded by 
Siv. W. Smith and other genticmen; and 
opvored by Siv fl. Moucgomery, Mr. 


Fo bes, Mir. Vende rgrast, Sur Thomas 
Sution, Xe. We hope to be able, in our 


next number, to give our readers a con- 


necied view of this great argaimeit. Sut- 
fie: Ulta the mean ‘time, to say, that the 
eause of Christianitv has sig cally triume 


phej. Phe vesohition was earried by a 
majoriiy of 55; $9 voting tor Ht, and ouly 
Oo ALaiNSt it. 
“ihe above 
econ amunicated to the 
th following dav, 


resolution having been 
fiouse of Lords on 
mto the 
. ’ - : . at 
eo sderation of their tord-hips on the 
. . > ’ 
Qiithomst It was moved by Lord Buck- 
‘e, alter pretatory 
atious; and, we rejo.ce to acd, as a 
ci-cumsiance no less gvatdsing to the 1a- 
wet 
tio. than honorable to their Lordshi s, 
eared without a single dissenting or dis- 
approving voice, both unmittec, 
and aterwards ia the 
‘In recording this most grateful event, 
we world edi oa every individual whose 
ay peruse this page, to unite with 
us i ths wikinl acknowledgtents to the 
Author of all good, for this signal instanee 


was taken 


iishamsh: some uble 


obser 


. ’ ‘’ 
im Lane 4 


6 ee 
PoUuse, 


eve alt 


ol his faver. “To Mi i whoalone can or- 
, hoapnornly wits and adeetions of men 

eave il, bab Tae Op posuodt attem pt- 
e€iio the extension of his Gospel hus 


proved so feeble and unavailing. But 
while we recur with humble gratitude to 


the great Author of this dispensation, let 


us not forget the great, thougir subordi- 
uate obligation, which we owe to his in- 


struments. ‘To his majesty’s ministers ia 
particular is the Christian Chureb, is 
VoL‘ IX. 


Great Britain, is India, indebted for this 
nobie recoguiiion of the claims of our ho- 
ly re ligion. God will reward them- 
‘Their achievement is beyoud the reach of 
humana recompense; although, if there be 
a luxury of enjoyment attainable here, 
they would surely possess it could they 

behold, or eould they image to themselves, 
the swellings of gratitude which dilate 
the hearts, and the tears of Joy which si- 
leatly soisten the cheeks of the thou- 
sauds and tens of thousands im this land, 
who.u they have made glad by this act, and 
who on on their bended Knees are im- 
ploring, in their behali, the blessing of 
heaven. It would be endless to partieu- 
larize the individual members of Partia- 
iment, whose able aud assiduous labors 
have conti:buted to preduce the result, 
which we are now contemplating. We 
are unwilling, however, to overlook the 
memorable part, which the nation at large 


has taken on this momentous oceasion. 
About nine hundred petitions, signed 


probably by near haifa million of persons 
of intelligenee and respectabihty,  suffi- 
ciently testify the deep interest, which the 
thinking part of the British population 
feel, in a queslion so intimately involving 
the honor of God, and the happiness of 
our fellow men. Their petiuons to the 
Lezislature have been, doubtless, acconi- 
panied by innumerable aspirations to the 
Vhrone of Grace; and to these, fay 
more than even to the infiuence of the 
priblic voice on the great couneil of the 
nation, are we disposed to attitbute the 
decision, in which we now rejoice with se 


much hieart- ie It satisfaction. 
LAL Ss D Eo.” 
DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISs- 
SIONS. 
Oct. 5. From Gen. Hustington 


of New London - - $50 0 
From Mir. iiall of Lyme, (Con. ) - 4 00 
7. From Mr. Samuel ‘T. Arm- 

strong of Boston. - - - 7.23 
9. Fromthe F oreign Missionary 

Society of Springticld and the 

neighboring towns, by the 

Hon. George Bliss, their 

‘Treasurer* - - © = + « 66 00 


$127 25 


Pease of 





Of this sum Fr. 
Blunford gave $45. 
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Ve gladly publish the Constitution and 
Cirevtar Letter ef this Society, and may 
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probably publish the Addressin a future 
number. ‘The Addvess is well adapted to 
Lie purpose for which it was written. The 
plan and design uf this society are recom- 
mended to the particular attention of our 

readers. Unless we are greatly mistaken, 
a similar society is needed in almost every 
county of this Commonwealth. LU such 
societies were generally formed, every 
destitute family among us would soon be 
provided with a Bible; many who are able 
to purchase would be induced to do so; 
and all might then dircet their choot, to 
the destitute in neighboring state», io the 
soulhwestera parts of the Union, ic, ia 
gil t, lo aay pl. ice where the pu ,ard 
of God is wanted, an d would be ; el i ree 
ceived. 

is is hardly necessary to say, that the 

ablishiment of these local societies may 

take place without diminishing the funds 
of any Chavitable institution now existing; 
nay further, while the means of eve: 'y re- 
liz ‘ious charity ai’e increasing. 

The following letter was written by an 
ofiicer of the above named society. 


Yo the Editor of the Panoplist 

Sir, 

Beuievine that, to a great portion of 
your readers, the accounts that are given 
et the formation of Bible Societies are 
de« ph interesting, and may be generally 
useful, I send you herewith the Constitu- 
tion, Address, and Circular Letter of the 
Hampden Bible Society: and if you think 
proper you may publish the whole, or any 
part of them, i in your useful work. 

This society was instituted at the be- 
ginning ot the present year. The prima- 
rs olyject of the association was to provide 
an adequat e supply of Bibles for the in- 
habitants of the county of Hampden, by 
inducing those to purehase them who 
were able, and at the same time to con- 
tribute to a fund for supplying with Bi- 
bles those who were unable, and also to 
cistribute them gratis to the destitute 
and i idigent. 

Wherever thorough inve stigation has 
heen made very great deficiencies have 
been found, not only im the very poorest 
classes of society, but also among those 
who were in fact able to purchase Bibles. 

The elforts that have been made have 
produced a general attention to this in- 
teresting subject. The society held its 
first annual meeting the first day of Sep- 
tember ult. The greatest harmony rre 

vailed among the members present. ae "= 
sons of different religious sects, and oppo- 
site political parties, covdially united in 
support of the Institution. Ups ards of 
$500 had then been paid nto the = 
of the Treasurer, and 744 Bibles and : 
cousidereble number of Testaments, iiome 


been purchased and are already distribut- 
ed, or ina tram for distribution. ‘The 
Circular Letter of the Directors of the 
Society contains particular instructions 
which may perhaps be useful to other 

similar societies.—This county, it may Le 
noted, embraces about one third of the 
old county of Hampshire. 

Oct. Y, 1815. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE HAMPDEN BI- 
BLE SOCIETY. 


AnticLe L. Phe society shall be styled 
The Hampden Bible Society: The disiri- 
bution of the Holy Seripiure s, in the com- 
mon English version, without vote or com- 
ments shall be its ‘aa object. In the 
first place, they shall be distributed amoug 
the inhabitants of this county, till they are 
supplicd. But the soeiety shall be at lil, 
erty to unite with any other similar insti- 
tution, as an auNiliary, or otherwise, aud 
may be extended so as to include others 
“AS members,, aid to embrace such ath: or 
persons to supply with the Bible, as they 
shall hereaiter select. 

Il. The annual payment of one dollar, 
Shall constitute a person a member, so 
long as he shail pay that sum. ‘Twenty 
dollars, paid in advance, shall entitle 2 
person to be a member for life, without 
further payment. Every settled minister 
of the Gospel, of every denomination of 
Christians, in the county, shall ex-oflicio 
be a member. 

Ill. Any sum of money, either larger 
or smaller, than is sufficient to constitute 
aperson a member, will be thankfully re- 
ceived, and re ligiously applied to the ob- 
jects of this association. 

IV. There shall be annually chosen, a 
President, Vice-President, Treasurer and 
Seeretary , aud a Board of Directors con- 
sisting of five persons, of which the Presi- 
dent and Vice-President shall ex-officio be 
members. Said Directors shall have th 
superintendence of the purchase and dis- 
tribution of Bibles and Testaments, and 
may, at their discretion, either give them 
gr atuitously, or dispose of them at reduced 
prices, but never to exceed the prime 
cost; and they shail have the appointment 
of committees in the several towns to so- 
licit subscriptions, and to examine into the 
wants of the poor, and to distribute Bi- 
bles and Testaments, subject to the order 
of the Board of Directors. ‘The said Di- 
reetors, or any three of them, may draw 
the nioney of the society out of the treas- 
ULY, | wad shall annually examine the Treas- 
urer’s accounts, and exhibit a statement 
thereof, and of their own proceedings, to 
the society at their annual meeting. 

V. Every person who shail subscribe 
and pay one dollar, may receive one Bi- 
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ble. Provided he shall apply to the Di- 
rectors therefor within three moaths after 
the time of the annual meeting, and may 
receive a Bible annually so iong as he 
shall yearly pay one dollar, upon the 
aforesaid condition. 

Vi. The annual meeting of the society 
shall be the Wednesday in the week in 
which the Court of Common Pleas sits at 
Springfield, in August or September. And 
in case it shall not be so hoiden, any three 
of the Directors, or the Presideat, or in 
his absence the Vice-President, may ap- 
point the time and place,in the maoner 
special meetings are to be appointed. 

Vil. Special meetings of the society 
may be called by the President, or in case 
of his absence or disability by the Viee- 
President, or by any three of the Diree- 
‘ors. Such meetings to be notified by in- 
serting the substanee thereof in some 
newspaper printed in the county, if there 
ye any, at least three weeks before the 
meeting; and if there be no newspaper 
printed in the county, by posting up a no- 
riee a like time, in each of the towns in 
the county. 

VILL. ‘Lhe officers of the society shall 
not receive any pecuniary compensation 
for their services. 

IX. Two thirds of the members pres- 
ent at any stated annual meeting, may 
make amendments or alterations in this 
coustutution. ‘ 


The following Circular is printed en- 
tire, with the exception of two paragraphs 
of a loeal and temporary nature. 

To . 

GENTLEMEN, 

According to the provision in the Con- 
stitution of the Hampden Bible Society, 
you are appointed, and requested to set 
is & Committee for the parish in the 
‘own ot 

In order most effectually to auswer the 
desiga of the society, and that a uniform 
mode may be pursued in each town, the 
Wirectors have established the following 
Yegulations for the committee, viz. 

That the committee meet as soon as 
may be, eleet a chairman, divide the par- 
ish Or town into different districts, assign 
to each member his distriet—and that 
such member visit every house in his dis- 
trict, explain the object of the iastitution, 
and particularly inquire into the wants of 
each family as to Bibles and ‘Testameiats, 
and obtain subscriptions fiom all that are 
able and willing to subseribe. So far as 
he can with propriety, he ought to exam- 
ine the Bibles in each family, and not be 
satisiisd with verbal information only, and 
snow with certainty whether more or 
better books would not be useful, noting 
own the names of such as are destitute 
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and unable to purchase, and to whom it 
would be proper to bestow a Bible or Tes- 
tament gratis; noting also the names ot 
sich as needa Buble er Testament, or 
Loth, aud yet are not so indigent but that 
they can pay for thein the prime cost, or 
a part of it, and what part. This class ot 
persous ought to be particularly attended 
to, a3 it has been found, where practised, 
thai paying the prime cost, or a part ofit, 
ior Bibles, has a better effect, where the 
persons are able, than giving them away— 
besides, the committee will guard against 
admitting any into this class, who are able 
to purchase at the stores and ought to be 
sul)scribers. 

When the committee have performed 
this service, they will meet and make such 
corrections as they shall think proper. 
‘The chairman will then make a list of the 
subscribers with the sums, whether dona- 
tious or annual subscriptions, annexed to 
their names; also the names of those who 
choose to have a Bible according to the 
5th article ef the constitution. Also, lists 
of those to whom it will be proper to give: 
« Bible or ‘Testament, or both; and oi 
those who will take and pay the first cost, 
or apart of it. 

So far as these lists may be completed, 
it is requested that they be returned to 
the Directors by the first Tuesday ot 
April next, the day appointed for the an- 
nual meeting; and such as are not then 
completed, as soon after as may be. 

The terms on which persons may be- 
come members are so extremely favora- 

ble, that itis hoped very few who are able 
will decline subseribing. 

Notice should be given that the sub- 
scription papers will be left with the cler- 
gyman of the parish, so that any who de- 
cline subserbing when the paper is first 
presented, may have an opportunity of 
subscribing at any future period. 

The prosperity of the institution will 
depend almost wholly on the diligence 
aud activity of the respective committees. 
‘Lhe labor we request vou to perform we 
know will be considerable; but will net 
the reflection, that you are laboring in the 
service of our blessed Redeemer be to 
you an abundant reward? 

We are, respectfully, yours, &c. 
JoserH Lataaop, 
Bezarcet Howarp, | 
Jonn Hooker, 
Grorset Butss, 
Epuunv DwieuT, J 

Springfield, Feb. 3, 1813. 


Directsre. 


The following gentlemen were chosen 


officers of the Society, at the annual meet- 
ing on the Ist ult. viz. 
Rev. Joseru Laturop, D.D. President. 
Rev. Bazarezes Howanp, Vice-Pres. 
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Fion. JouN Hooxer, Esq 
Hion. Groneée Briss, "Esq. +b Directors 
Epouunp Dwieurt, Esq. 

Rev. SAMUEL Oscvon, Secretary. 

Dr. W ILLIAM Sur.von, Treasurer. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN STOCKBRIDGE, 
(™Ass.) 


From the Vermont Adviser. 


Ir appears, that God, in his great merey, 
had been preparing the way, for some 
time past, for the great work, which he 
has of late heen carrying on amongst us. 
For two or three years past, he has been 
graciously pleased to excite the minds of 

some «f the people to unt.sual concern re- 
specting the things of religion: And sever- 


ul had been, hopefully, brought ont of 


darkness into the light. "A rather uncom- 
mon spirit of praver seemed to have been 
given to God’s people, particularly, as I 
have reason to suppose, to the female So- 
ciety in this place instituted for prayer, an- 
imating them to peculiar earnestness, in 
their supplie ation for an inereasing reviv- 
al ot his own glorious work. In the fall 
of the year our assembles, on the Sab- 
bath, were large, and peculiarly solemn 
and attentive. Ou the first Sabbath in 
January, thirteen were received into the 
church: ‘to three of chem baptism was ad- 
ministered at the ume. “Lhe seene was 
affectir: ig; and it seemed as it were, to 
strike the smoking flux into a flame. rom 
that time forward the awakening, and at- 
tention to the coucerns of thei souls m- 
ereased among the people, beyond any 
thing we have be;ore known—an almost 
universal solemnity prevailed. Soon num- 
bers were found to be under deep and 
pungent conviction: And hopeful eouver- 
sion presently began to take place, acd to 
increase. A divine and supernatural pow- 
er and ageney were ‘0 visille, that very 
few mouths were oper.ed ag: inst the bics- 
sed work.—This good work continued 
without interruption, and the number of 
converts almost dailv ineveased. None 
of these made a public profession, until 
the last Sabbath in June. Early in that 
month the chureh had meetings, and sper t 
two afternoons m exanminivg into the 
quabfieations of such as offered them- 
felve for communion with the chureh. 
Accoraingiv, the next Lord’s day, Sev- 
exty were propounded for  adisission 
into the church. Sirty-seven only 
were, howevcr, reeeived—two cr three 
feeble persons being then too unwell to 
comeout. Tweniy-e:vht of these reeeiv- 
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ed baptism at the i e. The scene was 
exceedingly solemn and affecting. Amongst 
those, who: were rece ved into the chur ch, 
there were of ail age: from fourteen to 
seventy—some few of these were persons, 


who hoped they had experienced religion, 
some for oue, and some ior several years 
before. 

There are now, I believe, not less than 
sixty more in the town, who hope they 
have experienced a work. ot saving grace; 
and will, probably, miost, er all of the Lily 
ere long, make a pubhe profession —And, 
through the sovereign, wonderful nerey 
of God, the number is constantly ier eas- 
ing.—Sometime in May, the good work 
seemed ruiher on the decls.e; but of late, 
God has been graciously plea-ed, again, 
much to revive it: And it ts thoug ht there 
are nearly as many under spec ivl and, 
many of them, decp impressions 5, as there 
have been at any particular tine sinee 
this blessed work has been graciously be- 
cun amongst us. Tistanees of a parent 
conversions are wow frequent. God) ant 
that the gracious influence, which pro- 
duees such happy effects, may still be 
coutinued. ‘The number of praving per- 
sons and praying families is mi ieh is creas- 
ed: And such as make mention of the 
Lord, it is hoped, will not keep silevce, 
nor give him rest, till he establish, and till 
he make Jerusalem a praise in the e.rth. 
Not less, probabiy, than a hundred and 
twenty have ng the subjeets of divine 
saving influenecs, (as we hope,) since the 
the first Sabbath j in January -—And God 
is still carrying on, as we trust, his own 
erseious and stor mus work. Ny own la- 
bors, and those of Mr. Swift, mV W orthy 
colleague, have been greatiy inereased— 
his have been abundant; much beyoud 
what J was able to go through, at my ad- 
vanced age. T esteem ita great blessing, 
that IT have had, and stil haves his assis- 
ta:ce. But Ged’s grace does all. 

It may, perhaps, be useful to mention 
some particnlar instances, in which the 


hand and power of God were more pecu-. 
liarly visible, than in others. A man of 


upwaids of seventy ye?rs of age cane, 
within two or three years past, to live 
amongst us. He is a man of peerlar in- 
genuity in the business which he follows— 
of better mental abilities than comnron— 
has travelled—been in FE.nglard and 
France—and, while in France, took lodg- 
ings in the same house with the noted 
Thomas Paine. There he imbibec the 
religious, or rather irre/igious sentiments 
ot Mir. Paine, anc beeav-e a therough and 
establiched infidel —With the-e senti- 
ments he eame into this town. Some time 
in the winter past he fell sick—Soon his 
ce ofidenee in his infidel principles began 
to be shaken. Expecting thet he should 
not probably survive that sickness, he soon 
fll into treuble of mind—his distress be- 
caiue exe edingly great.—Some relig.ous 
pes fe, WV ho visited _ thong lit il ex- 


i 
ceeded any thing they ha 1 before seen. 
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{n this painfal state of mind he continued 
for some time—bBut at lengih divine sover- 
eign merey aud grace interposed, as we 
have reasou to hope, and brought him re- 
lief. An uncommon change seemed to 
have been wrought in him; and he profes- 
sed to have hope in God, and peace and 
joy in beiieving. Knowing his former 
character, Christian people were, for 
some time diflident; and dared not con- 
glude that he had experienced a radical 
change. His eonduet, however, since, aad 
his apparent engagedness in religion, have 
gained him the charity of Christians and 
others: And he now takes much delight in 
the society of Chrivuaus.—When, after 
this, he first opened the New Testament 
to real ia it, he could hacdly persuade 
himself, that this was the book, whieh he 
had read in younger lifte—And the truths 
he read were so new and difercnt fron 
what he hal ever apprehended before, 
that at see:ned to hia he hal vever had 
than before. “he chura ter o the Lord 
Jesus and the aionement he wade for sin 
appeared to him so wise, so periect aid 
tl rious, that his heart was fill-d with de- 
light—And his h pe aad jay in this glovi- 
ous Savior sull contin ie-—de derives no 
oth vr groind af hope. 

The convictions have been 
wrought in the minds of those, who have 
been the subjects of this blessed work, 
have, in general, been deep aad pungent. 
‘They have. in most instanees, had a clear 
and d.stressing view of the total opposition 
of their hearts to God and holiness; and 
felt an entire disrelicsh of the characier of 
Christ. [n some instances, the opposition 
they jselt to Christ and to his cause, was 
such, that they openly expressed their 
wishes never to see a Christian, and never 
to have one enter their doors. In one in- 
stance atemale, after being relieved from 
ier distresses by the power of divine 
srace, (as we trust,) mentioned before the 
e¢hureh, whe she was eXamined for ad- 
mission, that her enmity against God rose 
to such a height, that she could have 
eonsented herself to go to hell, could she 
but carru God into hell with her. Surety 
the heart is, and niust be desperately 
wieked! 


which 


No visible disorder has taken place’ 


amongst us throngh the whole of the time 
in which God has been working so might- 
ily by his power and grace: Nor have 
there been any of those enthustastic 
flights, which often occasion reproach to 
be cast on a work of God’s Spirit. In our 
public meetings and assemblies nothing 
more than an uncommon solemnity has 
been observable; unless it were, in some 
instances, the tears of those, whose minds 
have been affeeted. 

We have great reason of thankfulness, 
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that good order and regularity have been 
observed, notwithstanding so much emo- 
tion aad agitation of mind as have been 
excited among the people.—And that, 
amidst the political dissensions so preva- 
lent at the present day, a spirit of har- 
mony and unanimity respecting this glo- 
rious work has been very apparent. In 
the manifestation of his saving love and 
merey God has made no distinction be- 
tween the different parties in’ politics, 
there are amongst us: But he shows him- 
self to be sovereign; having merey on 
whom he will have merey, and whom he 
will, hardening. 

We feel, thongh in a far less degree 
than we ought, our obligaions of eternal 
thankfulness and prase to the great God 
and Savior for his groat aid very wonder- 
fil mercies tous. And such as are indeed 
the children of God, wiil bles: his glorious 
name, to eternity, tor the meh and unde 
served mercies he has gracioisly bestowed 
upon Us. 

Thu this brie? narra ive ofGod’s giorl- 
ous work, aad the great things he has 
done, aad is still doing for us, may be for 
the glory of God, the edification and quick- 
ening of all the good people into whose 
hands :t may fali— And that it may awaken 
the attention of sinners, aid be the mean of 
coivineing them ef the need they stand in 
of being the subjects of a saving work of 
the Spirit of God--——And, also, that it may 
excite the gratitude and praise of Zion’s 
riends, and be the occasion of many thanks- 
givings to ‘Jod, is the desire and prayer, 

Of their Friend and Servant, 
Srepuen West. 


ORDINATIONS. 


Ornatnen, at Lebanon, (Conn.) the Rey. 
Joun H Fow en. 

At Shefficld, (Mass.) the Rev. Jamrs 
Braproro. 

At Tunbridge, (Ver,) the Rev. Jacox 
ALLEN. 


THE INQUISITION AT GOA. 


INTELLIGENCE has been received in Eng 
land, that the Inguisiton at Goa has 
beea abolished; and its caverns have beeu 
thrown open for the inspection aud ab- 
horrence of the people. 


THE INQUISITION IN SPAI-. 


Tue Pope’s nuncio in Spain remon- 
strated to the Regency against the 
deeree abolishing that horrid tribunal, 
the Inquisition; aod, not satisfied with 
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‘pen opposition, addressed private letters 
to the higher orders of the clergy, ad- 
vising them not to read the decree in 
public, as they had been ordered to do 
by the regeney. As soon as these pro- 
ceedings were known to the regency, a 
manifesto, or public order of government 
was issued against the nuncio, command- 
ing him, im the most decisive terms, to 
abstain from any such measures in future. 
The deeree to abolish the Inquisition is 
the more worthy of observation, as the 
President of the regency, who intends 


the decree shall be faithfully executed, is 
an Archbishop of the Roman Catholic 
church. 


THE JEWS. 


Iris stated in the foreign newspapers, 
that the Jews have experienced an exten- 
sion of their privilegesin Bavaria. Every 
circumstance in the history of this inter- 
e sting people should be regarded with at- 
tention. 


LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLI- 
GENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


Tue enlargement of the Church of 
Christ in its firm and durable state, i- 
Justrated and applied in a Sermon, deliver- 
ed at Norwich (Con.) before the Foreign 
Mission Society, of Norwich and the vi- 
cinity May 18, 1813; at the first annual 
meeting of the Society. By Levi Nelson, 
pastor of achurch in Lisbon. Published by 
request of the Sceiety. Norwich; R. Hub- 
ard. 

A Sermon preached before the Eas- 
tern Consociation of Fairfield county, and 
the First Church and society in Dar ‘bary, 
at the installation of the Rev. William 
Andrews, June 30, 1813. By Samuel P. 
Williams, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church im Mansfield. Danbury, (Conn.) 
Nathaniel L. Skinner. 

The Ministry of Angels: a Sermon, 
preached at Northampton, before the 
Hampshire Missionary Society, at their 
annual meeting, Aug. 19, 1815. By ‘The- 
opolus Packard, A. M. Pastor of the 
Church in Shelburn: To which is annex- 
ed the annual report of the Trustees. 
Northampton; William Butler. 


FRAGMENT SOCIETY. 


AT the Annual Meeting of the Fragment 
Society, on Monday the 11th inst. it was 
thought that the publication of the follow- 
jing extract from the Report of the Diree- 
tors, would be interesting to those sub- 
seribers who were unable “to attend:— 
“In discharging their duty the Directors 
have carefully endeavored to ascertain the 
characters and necessities of eve ry person 
they have assisted, and to distribute your 
charities in such a manner as might “best 
answer the design of the Society; and 
while they regret that they have not been 
able to relieve all who have been recom- 
mended to their attention, they have rea- 
sou to hope that your liberality has allevi- 


ated the sufferings of many, who were de- 
prived of the comforts and even necessa- 
ries of lite. 

“This Institution was founded Oct. 19th, 
1812. ‘The number of subseribers is 600, 
whose annual subseriplions amount to 
$960 50. Besides this there have beea 
received in donations of money $704 75; 

also donations in books, stationary, jrint- 
ing, &c. for the use of the Society, esti- 
mated at $60, and several valuable dona- 
tions of bedding and wearing apparel: for 
which they take this opportunity of thank- 
ing the generous donors. They at the 
same time would most gratefully acknowl- 
edge adonation of fifty dollars and eighty 
ce nts, from a Commercial Association, 
whose sympathy in the distress of the ob- 
reets of this Institution, evineed bs their 

sind remembrance of them at this time. 
does honor to this Society and to them- 
selves. 

“Five hundred families have been re- 
lieved from the most pressing want by 
the distribution of 5706 articles of clothing. 
The sufferings of the sick have been great- 
ly mitigated by the loan of bedding, ap- 
parel, &e. and though these have beer 
extended to 72 families, they have, (ex- 
«ept in two instances,) been carefully re 
turned. The persons assisted have gen- 
erally manifested a grateful sense of their 
obligations to the Society; those who were 
able, have made their own garments, and 
the Directors have given employment to 
the recipients as far as practicable. 

‘As soon as means ean be procured for 
hiring a room for the purpose of a Treas- 
ury (the Treasurer having Leeu put to 
very great inconvenience “the last yeu! 
from the want of one) the subseribers wit! 
be informed on what days she will atic: 

to the wants of the recipients. Until this 
can be obtained, donations may be sent as 
before to No. 2, Middlecot Street, where 
the oldest garments of every description, 
vill be received with gratitude, as well as 
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any remnants of articles of clothing, which 
benevolent shopkeepers may be Cisposed 
to cout’ ibute. 

‘As widows and orphans are daily mul- 
tiplying around us in consequence of our 
present calamities, it is ear nestly recom- 
yuended to all members and patrons of the 
Society to use their influence to obtain 
subser:ptions and donations. Anditis be- 
lieved, that all who have the means of con- 
tributing, will perceive, that the morality, 
cood order , and consequently the security 
of society, are greatly promoted by such 
timely succor ot the poor, as will protect 
them from the temptation to crimes. 
May not the injunction of our Savior, “lay 
up your treasure in Heaven” be urged at 
this time with peculiar force, when the 
tenure of property is every where else so 
wnecertain. 

“Subseribers are desired to direct those 
persons hom they wish should be assisted 
by this Socicty, to ‘the Directors, who con- 
tinue the same as the last year, (with the 
exception of two who have resigned)— 
They are also requested to ascertain as 
far as possible the characters and necessi- 
ties of those whom they recommend, and 
to give such information to the Director y 
Boston, October, 1813. 

Among the articles given away by the 
Fragment Society, as appears by a memo- 
yandum handed with the above extract, 


were 216 pair of stockings, 237 pair of 


socks, 550 pair of shoes, 54L gowns, 203 
coats, 352 shirts, and a great variety of 
other articles suiied to the wants of chil- 


dren and others of both sexes. 


PROCLAMATION FOR THANKSGIVING. 


The proclamation, issued by the Chief 
Magistrate of Massachusetts for the an- 
nual thanksgiving, breathes so excellent 
a spirit, and is in all respects so worthy of 
preservation, that we gladly insert it in 
our pages. 


BY HIS EXCELLENCY CALEB STRONG, GOV- 
ERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MAS- 
SACHUSETTS, A PROCLAMATION FOR A 
DAY OF PUBLIC THANKSGIVING AND 
PRAYER. 


THe revolving year has again brought us 
to the s zason, in which we have been ae- 
eustomed to unite, in offering our public 
tribute of Thanksgiving and Praise to the 
Supreme Seing, “for the gifts of Provi- 
denee conferred upon us. And though in 
iis just displeasure He permits our Coun- 
try to be still Involved in tbe calamities of 
War, yet He has not left Himself without 
witness, in doing us good, and giving us 
rain from Heaven, and fruitfe 1 seas sONS, 
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filling our hearts with food and gladness. 
It is our duty, then, renewedly to present 
our public and grateful acknowledge- 
ments to Him, from whose bounty all 
our blessings are derived; to implore the 
forgiveness of our sins, which have caus- 
ed his anger to failupon us; and beseech 
Him, that He would support us under the 
adversities we meet with, by His . Alaighey 
Power, and guide us in the way we should 
ga by His unerring Wisdom. 

I vo, therefure, with the advice and 
consent of the Council, appoint THURSs- 
DAY, the Twenty F fh Day of Novem- 
ber next, to be observed by the people or 
this State as a Day of Publie ‘Uhanks- 
giving and Prayer. And the Ministers 
and People of each religious denomina- 
tion are requested to meet together « 
that day, that we may unite in payin 
our humble adoration and praise to the 
Great Parent of the World, for the dis- 
play of His goodness in the works ot Cre- 
ation and the ways of Providence: For 
the protection afforded to the People of 
this State, from its first settlement: For 
the numerous favors which he has voneli- 
safed to them, in the course of the last 
year: For his blessing on the labors of 
the husbandman, and the provision that is 
made for the supply of our wants: For 
the measure of heaith which the People 
have enjoyed in the course of the year; 
and that they have been exempt in s* 
great a degree from the terrors and de- 
vastations of War: For the delights of 
friend!y intercourse, and the preserva'ion 
of somany of those with whom we have 
been intimately connected by the ties of 
friendship or relation: For His kindness 
to us as individuals, and the support He 
has afforded us, from our infaney, in the 
various stages through which we har 
passed: For the numerous deliverances 
from dangers and distress, which He has 
wreught for us; and all the temporal bles- 
sings conferred upon us, which are more 
than can be numbered: And es specially \ 
for the Gospel of Curist, which is de- 
signed to purify and exalt our nature, 
which inspires and ineuleates the love aud 
practice of righteousness, and opens to 
our view the prospect of a glorious im- 
mortality. 

Anp while we thank the Author of ov 
mercies for allthe beneiits we have re 
ceived, let us confide in Him for all that 
we want; and entreat Him, that He would 
still be merciful to the Peopie of this 
State, andcause His anger towards vu 
to cease: That by His tormer kindne s 
to our Forefathers and to us, we may le 
encouaraged to trust in ong mercy, ad 
honor Him by our sincere and faithful 
obedience; and that a deep conviction of 


His constant snd universal ageney may af. 
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ford us eo isolation amid the fearful and 
perplexiny changes which are takiig 
place in tke worla: That we may be 
grateful iu prosperity, ad vesig 1edin ad- 
versity, and acknow iedg ethe wiscom and 
goodue ss of God in w hate ver he bestows, 
withhoids, Or intiets: ‘that ite » old save 
us from the power of the sw ord, aia tom 
the ravages and alarins of War, aud give 
us quietness and Saiely ‘ik OUP vo. ders; 
and that the People may be at peace 
among themselves, and, if at be pos ibie, 
live peaceably with all men. 

‘TPuatT He woul preserve the a ym of 
these States, aud that our rulers iuay be 
goverue “iby Spi “st Of wisck mi, mode rauor 
aud justice, aud e guarded by the sn tiek 
influence of that region wh.ch breathes 
only benevolence aud pesee: ‘Thai He 
would guard Us agaiust aay fatal iyury 
from foreign conuexions or pactiaiives: 
That the War in which we are involve d 
may be spec dily terminated, and the 
hearts of ail who are e gag ‘ed init: be dis- 
posed to peace and justice: And that He 
would give us true repenta.ece for all our 
sins, and especally for those which have 
occasioned the cala.nities we suffer; and 
couviace us of our errors by the imiselnefs 
they bring upon us, so th: at. neither inter 
est, prejudice ior passion may hinder us 
from discerning the truth. 

Tuat He would put an end to the san- 
guina ‘yy war which has ove rspread the 
whole Christian world, and that ever *y COn- 


Tae deaths in Denmark and Norway 
during the year 1512, were 59,450; the 
births, legitumate, 70,184; ilegiiimate, 
6,166. ‘The births excecded the deachs 
by 22,900. ‘This is a iuuch smailer excess 
than bas hitherto been observed in the 
United States. ‘Lhe gieat number of ilie- 
pro births proves the state of morais 
to be leplor able. 

Died, in Chatham county, (N.C.) Mr. 
Iinsnry Norwoop. He was one of a paris 


in prrsuit of two runaw: iy necerces, who 
hal carried off swords, Ne. About break 
of day, one of the party, mistaking Mr. 


N. for one of the negroes, fived ac and 
shot him dead. 

At Philadelphia, Sept. 29, Nicnonas 
WALN, formeviy a distinguished member 
of the Philadeipiua bar, acd latterly a 
preacher among the Friends. 

At Lymington, (Me.) Mrs. Marr, 
aged 20, wife of Mr. James Marr. ther 
— accidentally caught fire, and she 
vas burnt to death. 

“At Keene, (N. H.) Mr. Wrtetram 
Smita, aged 30, and his wife Sux me aged 
5. My. 5. was taken sick the dav that 
his wife died, and died himself within sis 


tending nation may impartially inquire 
upon whom the s.ain of bioud gudtiness 
lies: Tha. ite would change the hearts of 
oppressors b, ius g.ace, or restrain their 
malgnity by itis power; and reclaim 
iron the error of thew ways all those 
who are esgaged im uamghteous War: 
Thathe would be gracious vo those coun- 
tries which ave made desolate by the 
sword of aa invading enemy, and cause 
the influence of wa Gospel of Pexce to 
be extended to every nation: ‘Lhat he 
would eula ge the borders of the Redeem- 
er’s Ningdom: ‘That exalted honors may 
every where be pad linn, and «all the 
ds of the earth look unio Him and be 


eli 
aved, 
a ? 
Axn the people are requested to ab- 


stain trom stich labor aod reereatiors as 

shail be ineonsiscent with the religious 
7 

services above recoiamended. 


Given art the Counc , Chamber, DD 
Boston, this ec.ahih a y of October, 
in the year of our Lo «ld One Lhou- 
sund Eight Hundred aud Thirteen, 
and the Lhirty Mich Yeu? of the 
Independence ‘of the Uited States 
of Ame ie , 

C sey EB STRONG 

By iis Exce'leney the Governor, with. 

the advice and consent of the Council. 


ALDEN Bu aurorn, Secry. 
God save the Comma ell of Massu- 
Cc seits. 
+ Tt) V7 
days aficn Hiaving within a year lost the 


two children, tlic lawuly has become ex- 


Lie 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have ge ehtrsr two anonymous re- 
views ot . Par hs Sacred Geogvruply 
Our corvespo dents are r spectiul s lie 
formed, that we ean heveriserc a veview, 
unless we know the writer of it, or have 
heen able to examine the work reviewed 
for ourselves. ‘The reason is too obvious 
to be me .tioned. We regret that our 
want of leisure, and want of room, have 
re tard clus ii ihe p P heation of ihe re- 
view oft Beliamus iWork ss a d have been 
such as to prevent our entering upona 
re view 1 of the Sucred Geography, br. 
I, ord s History of Missions, Mrs. More’s 
Christian Aivrals, Vr. Watermaws Lafe 
of Calvin, MP Crie’s Life of Knox, and 
manv Smnather works. WW Cc know enough, 
however, of all (he works above-mention- 
ed to wish them an extensive cireulation. 

Wethark W. for his interesting me- 
moirs of Miss Santana Syrru. They wil 





